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. are based on the Bible as the divinely inspired and authoritative 
source of saving truth. . 

. are prepared by our own lesson writers and editors and are true 
to the teachings of our Church. 

. recognize the needs of our widely varying Sunday schools, and 
aim as far as possible to meet those needs. 

. are written by lesson writers chosen because of special ability, 
and are the best that we can make them, 


The Difference Between the Two Series 


Lies in the choice of Bible material and topics. The Departmental 
Graded topics are chosen with only one age-group in mind; the topics 
for the Uniform lessons are chosen with all age-groups in mind— 
Primary to Adult—and an effort is made to adapt the treatment to 
meet the needs of these various age-groups. 
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THE CHOICE BEFORE US. By E. Stanley Jones. Abing- 
don Press. 235 pages. $1.50. 

Dr. Stanley Jones is a very prolific and a very helpful 
writer. Like John Wesley, the world is his parish. In this 
book, he thinks of the world as on the verge of chaos. The 
old social and political orders are on the verge of collapsing, 
and as yet the world has not found an adequate substitute. 
Russia is trying Communism, Italy is trying Fascism, and 
Germany is trying Nazism. The author evaluates each one 
of these and finds each wanting. He says that we cannot 
take any one of them. Then he adds, “And thank God, we 
do not have to. There is God’s alternative before us—the 
Kingdom of God.” That is the choice the world, especially 
Christendom, should make. He confesses that it is difficult 
to define the Kingdom of God. “When I come to the King- 
dom, I grasp it and yet it eludes me. I see, only to see that 
there is much I do not see. This provides then for eternal 
expansion as well as present possession.” Then he goes on 
to say, “The teaching of Jesus seemed then to be this: the 
entrance into the Kingdom of God is individual and by a 
new birth, but the nature of the Kingdom is social.” The 
subject might as well be the Kingdom of God on Earth.” 
That is the subject on which there is a variety of opinions 
even within the bounds of our own Church. The reader 
may not agree with the book in all details, but he will find 
it stimulating. 

—Watter L. Lincie, Davidson, North Carolina. 


THE TEMPLE IN THE HEART. By James Reid. Cokes- 
bury Press. 330 pages. $2.00. 


The author, formerly moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of England, is pastor of a famous church at East- 
bourne. This volume consists of sixty-three meditations, 
which run from one thousand to twelve hundred words in 
length. Much related material is presented, in careful group- 
ing. For instance, seven chapters deal with “The Words 
From the Cross,” and nine others with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Some of the subjects are, “A Whole-time Religion,” “God 
and Pain,” “The Danger of Answered Prayer,” “The Cure 
of Futility,” “Refusing Exemption,” etc. The chapters are 
based on texts which are developed by timely expositions 
The style is finished, the language chaste and beautiful, and 
the addresses are devotional and inspirational. Like most 
English and Scotch preachers, Dr. Reid is a polished writer. 
Some of the illustrations are fresh and striking, and the book 
is valuable for its homiletical suggestiveness and its devo- 
tional and inspirational impressiveness. 


—Joun A. MacLean, Richmond, Va. 


HYMN LORE. By Calvin W. Laufer. Westminster Press. 

205 pages. $1.25. 

Perhaps every leader has often found himself wanting 
very much to have the right interpretation of one of his 
favorite hymns. We would like to direct the thought of a 
group into the meaning of a hymn, and to follow the emo- 
tional experiences of the hymn writer. In Hymn Lore, Dr. 
Laufer gives us just such information and just such interpre- 
tation of some of the great hymns of the Christian church. 
It 1s particularly valuable to those who are responsible for 
guiding worship experiences and for planning worship serv- 
Ices, The author’s purpose, as he states it in the preface, is 
indicative of the value of the book—‘that the reading and 
singing of hymns may become less mechanical, more 
thoughtful and intelligent, and emotionally more effective, 
this volume is released to the public.” 

—CaraBeL WituiaMs, Richmond, Va. 


THE SMALL SECTS IN AMERICA. By Elmer T. Clark. 

Cokesbury Press. 311 pages. $2.00. 

The last religious census indicated that there were more 
than 200 religious sects in America; most of these however 
are very small, having fewer than 7,000 adherents each. The 
present treatise undertakes a study of these small sects, con- 
centrating especially on mgye than one hundred that are un- 
usual and relatively unknown. The author groups these sects 
into the following main categories: pessimistic, perfectionists, 
charismatic, communistic, and legalistic sects. He brings out 
a host of old facts regarding each individual church, but the 
value of the book goes far beyond the information it gives 
of the various sects themselves. The chapter on the pessi- 
mistic sects, for example, traces the history of Adventism in 
the Christian church, and describes the background out of 
which all the pre-millenial groups have sprung. Scholarly, 
interesting, and valuable, this is a book which both ministers 
and laymen will enjoy and want to possess. So far as I 
know, everyone who has read this book, on my enthusiastic 
recommendation, has gone immediately to purchase a copy 
for himself. 

—Ernest Trice THompson, Richmond, Virginia. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER’S SPEAKING ART. By Lio- 
nel Crocker. Fleming H. Revell. 243 pages. $2.00. 

This book will be a valuable addition to the library of any 
minister who does not have access to a life of Henry Ward 
Beecher or to the three series of his Yale Lectures on preach- 
ing. Dr. Crocker has in a sympathetic and interesting way 
analyzed the elements that entered into Beecher’s preaching, 
and has given us in this one volume a selection of choice 
passages from Beecher’s own pen. 

—B. R. Lacy, Jr., Richmond, Virginia. 


SWORDS OR PLOUGHSHARES. By Earl Cranston. 

Abingdon Press. 256 pages. $2.00. 

The author of this valuable book is Chairman of History 
and Political Science in the University of Redlands, Cali- 
fornia. The chapters of this book are the result of more 
than twenty years interest and study by one who describes 
them as “unconventional chapters on the history of peace.” 
The point of view of the author reflected throughout the 
book is well stated in the preface: 

“Although the author is fully aware of the gravity of 
the world situation, he believes that a pessimistic or de- 
featist outlook is both unnecessary and harmful. He is 
hopeful that human intelligence and human conscience 
will prove successful in averting the outbreak of a serious 
war, yet even if a major conflict should arise, mankind 
can and must provide for a better way at the conclusion 
of hostilities. It will be observed that the writer himself 
holds that the extremely Nationalistic and _ isolationist 
viewpoints seem less moral and less suited to the needs of 
the time than do two positions which have made a strong 
appeal to the present generation—that of reliance upon 
the collective system of international coéperation for the 
maintenance of peace, ultimately perhaps through the in- 
ternational police force, and that of an individual’s con- 
scientious refusal, upon religious and ethical grounds, to 
give support to the war situation. The author definitely 
believes that the more fully mankind may attain unity, 
the more completely will it find peace.” 

Swords or Plowshares is rich in factual material, and is 
stimulating and suggestive. It should be read by those who 
seek a point of view on the subject of peace and war that is 
both realistic and Christian. 

—Wattace M. Atston, Richmond, Virginia. 
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The Survey Passes a Milestone 


HE PresBYTERIAN SURVEY and its predecessors 

have a long and distinguished record of service. 

In 1867 the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions was authorized to publish a monthly paper 
with gratuitous circulation to ministers and Sabbath 
school superintendents. This seems to have been the 
beginning of our present periodical. The publishing 
of this monthly paper was to provide information for 
the program of the monthly concert of prayer 
recommended by the General Assembly of 1862, and 
for the instruction of the children and young people 
in our Sabbath schools and in our seminaries of learn- 
ing, as suggested in the annual report of the Foreign 
Mission Committee in 1865. 

It was natural that the Foreign Mission Committee 
should be the first to feel the necessity for such a 
magazine. The work for which that committee is 
responsible lies far from home. It is impossible for 
the average man to get firsthand information, and it 
is difficult to make this work tangible and real to 
people who have never come in direct touch with it. 
We are not surprised, however, to find the Home 
Mission Committee feeling the same need. In 1863 
the Home Mission Committee reported that it pre- 
sented its work to the Church through newspaper 
publications, by private correspondence, and in 
other ways. In 1874 the Home Mission Committee 
used The Missionary (the Foreign Mission maga- 
zine) to present several branches of its work. From 
1874 until 1889 the Home Mission Committee paid 
for the publication of its receipts in The Missionary. 
In 1889 the General Assembly, having declined on 
account of the expense to order the publication of 
the Home Mission receipts in either The Missionary 
or the Earnest Worker, authorized the Executive 
Committee of Home Missions to issue a small 
monthly sheet. This magazine was called the Home 
Mission Herald. 

In 1912 the two magazines, The Missionary and 
the Home Mission Herald, were consolidated, and 
the Missionary Survey appeared. This magazine was 


more than a consolidation of the two existing maga- 
zines. It undertook to present the work of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief and of Religious 
Education and Publication, as well as the work of 
the two Missionary Committees. It was the official 
voice of the Assembly concerning all its benevolent 
agencies. In this it was an immediate predecesesor 
to the PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY. It was not, however, 
until 1924 that the PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, under its 
present name and in its present form, appeared. Its 
purpose was the purpose of its predecessors—to keep 
the Church informed in regard to its work. The re- 
port of the Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication for that year states, “There is 
no excuse now for uninformed Presbyterians.” 

Thus under various names and in various forms 
the PRESBYTERIAN SurRVEY has through the years en- 
deavored to keep the Church informed in regard 
to its work. With this issue, certain changes have 
been made in the format and size of the periodical. 
It is the same PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, however, and 
will continue to strive to fill the vital place that it 
and its predecessors have tried to fill since the early 
days of our Church’s history. You will note several 
new things about the “Survey.” 

First, it is under the direction of a Board of Editors 
and this Board assumes the immediate responsibility 
for the periodical. Perhaps a word of explanation is 
in order as to why this change came about. In De- 
cember, 1936, a committee composed of Dr. E. B. 
Paisley, Chairman, Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Dr. Claude 
H. Pritchard, and Dr. John L. Fairly was appointed 
to study the place of the “Survey” in the Church, 
how it could best serve the Church, and the best plan 
for its administration. Since the PRESBYTERIAN SuR- 
VEY was already the joint possession of the Executive 
Agencies, this committee decided to recommend that 
it be placed under a Board of Editors, one appointed 
by each executive and promotional agency, and that 
the agencies assume financial responsibility for it. 
The Executive Committee of Religious Education 
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and Publication was asked to be the business agent 
for the periodical. This plan having been approved 
by the executive agencies, and the representative 
editors having been appointed by these agencies, the 
Board of Editors met early in December 1937 and 
planned this issue as its first task. This new plan of 
operation should result in an improved periodical. 
Until now each agency thought in terms of material 
for its own particular department but not of the 
periodical as a whole. Now the Board of Editors 
assume responsibility for all the material of the 
“Survey,” thus unifying and coérdinating the peri- 
odical, and making it serve the purpose for which it 
was established. 

Then you will note that the usual departments are 
missing. There are no departments of Foreign Mis- 
sions or Home Missions or Christian Education or 
Religious Education or Woman’s Work or Steward- 
ship. The omission of all departments will give 
greater unity to the magazine and will reflect the 
unity that is developing in all the work of our 
Church. The work of the Church is one and cannot 
be subdivided into watertight compartments. The 
Committee of Foreign Missions will be greatly handi- 
capped if the Committee of Religious Education is 
not developing a world-wide outlook in the boys 
and girls of the Sunday school. The Committee of 
Home Missions will be crippled if the Committee of 
Christian Education is not helping to develop a 
Christian leadership for the Home Mission fields. 
The Committee of Religious Education will be 
handicapped without the inspiration of the world- 
wide task of the Church; and all the agencies are de- 
pendent upon the successful promotion of steward- 
ship by the Stewardship and Finance Committee. 
The work of the Church is one, and the members 
of the Church should not be interested in any one 
phase of the Church’s work to the exclusion of any 
other phase. The new “Survey” reflects this unity in 
the Church by breaking down the lines that separate 
one department from another, and in presenting the 
work of the Church as a whole. 

You will note, also, two new departments—“Day 
by Day Worship in the Home” and “Planning and 
Working.” The Church is feeling more and more 
the necessity for emphasizing the teaching of re- 
ligion by parents. There has been a tendency in 
recent years for the church, especially the Sunday 
school of the church, to assume the responsibility 
for the religious development of the children of the 
family, and to let the parents shift that responsibility 
to the church. Neither the Sunday school of the 
church nor the church itself can assume the re- 
sponsibility which parents assume when they bring 
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a family into existence. God has placed on them the 
responsibility for giving religious training to the 
children of the family. This department in the 
“Survey” is planned to help fathers and mothers 
make the family altar vital. Religion i in the family js 
more than a family altar, but it centers in the family 
altar, and through the family altar the spirit of 
Christ can permeate all the family life. Those who 
have been successful in making religion vital in their 
own families will help through this department to 
make religion vital in the families of the Church. 

The second department is the department on 
methods. In dividing and subdividing the work of 
the Church into departments—and this is necessar 
for the purpose of promotion—the local church is 
apt to forget the work of the Church as a whole. The 
local church must think of Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions, Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 
Religious Education, Stewardship, work in synods 
and presbyteries, and local work around its own 
doors, but it cannot separate these various phases of 
the work so widely that it forgets that all of them 
are a part of the work of Christ. The local church 
also thinks in terms of age-groups—children, young 
people, and adults—but it must never forget that it 
is the whole church working on the whole program 
of our Lord and Saviour. This department, “Plan- 
ning and Working,” will show the unity of the work 
of the Church, and will show, also, the part of the 
various age-groups, especially the older young 
people and adults, in the work of the church. 

A fourth feature in which you will be interested is 
the source material provided for adult and older 
young people’s programs. In each issue of the “Sur- 
vey” there will be one constructive article that can 
serve as a basis for a circle program of the auxiliary, 
for a program for the monthly meeting of the Men 
of the Church, or a program for the meeting of the 
older young people. These articles will be used by 
all the circles as the basic material for their pro- 
grams. For the men’s groups and older young peo- 
ple’s groups, the material may be used for optional 
programs. We believe that wide use will be made 
of it. This material, however, will be of interest to 
all leaders whether used in program form or not. 

And last, you will note that the magazine has 
fewer pages. For years the PresBYTERIAN SurRVEY has 
been running a deficit. The only way to make it 
break even financially was to reduce it in size from 
64 to 48 pages. We do not believe, however, that 
you will regret this change when you see the high 
standard of material that it will carry., This new 
size is in line with many of the missionary periodicals 
of other denominations. —J. LF. 
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The Dilemma in Palestine 


Is There a Way Out? 


HINGS have reached an impasse in Palestine. 
Tre way has been found to reconcile the aims 

and demands of Jews.and Arabs. Jews focus 
their aims and base their demands on the terms of 
the Balfour Declaration which promised a home for 
their people in the land of their forefathers. With 
this objective Arabs have never been in agreement, 
and from the first have been vigorous opponents of 
Zionism. While the Fellaheen have got along amic- 
ably with the Jews with whom they have been in 
contact, the Arab leaders have sought in every way 
to frustrate Zionist plans by arousing the fanaticism 
of their followers in other parts of the land. 


This opposition may be easily understood. Arabs 
were deliberately excluded from the counsels of the 
League of Nations when plans for a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine were approved. And, while their rights 
were specifically guarded in the provisions of the 
mandate assigned to Great Britain, the Jews were 
to occupy a place of privilege. Besides, Zionism 
cut across their own national aspirations. They, 
with their kinsmen across the border, to whom 
they were bound by ties of religion and language, 
were also inflamed with nationalistic ambitions. 
They were dreaming of an Arab Empire of 
which Palestine was to form a part. So long as 
Jews came in as colonists to make for themselves 
agricultural settlements, no objection was raised. 
But when they began to come in large numbers, and 
openly asserted their determination to secure politi- 
cal domination in Palestine, Arab leaders at once 
began to organize rebellion against the Mandatory 
Power. 

The fact is that, in competition with the Jew, the 
Arab knows that he has no chance. The inertia of 
centuries is not easily cast off, while Jews bring to 
Palestine the skill and adaptibility which they have 
acquired abroad, and which gives to them a con- 
spicuous advantage in almost everything they under- 
take. From the seemingly bottomless purse of the 
Jewish National Fund, Arabs have been tempted, by 
the extravagant prices offered, to part with their 
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heritage. They have seen the fattest and broadest 
acres of Arabic Palestine pass into the hands of men 
sworn never again to allow them to get into alien 
hands. Elbowed to less productive soil, or to the 
rocky uplands, while they have scratched the ground 
with oxen and primitive plough, or reaped the scanty 
crop with the ancient hook, they have watched their 
Jewish neighbors with teams of well-fed mules 
drawing the modern plough through the rich soil, 
or gathering with modern harvesters the fat sheaves 
from the acres that once were theirs. 

What has stimulated Arab leaders even more to re- 
tain their hold of Palestine has been the vision of 
possibilities aroused by Jewish enterprise. Not only 
have they seen industrial enterprises like the Ruthen- 
berg Dam on the Jordan for the development of 
electric power and factories for the extraction of 
wealth from the limitless chemical resources of the 
Dead Sea, but the results of efforts to bring back 
fertility to the land of Israel. Barren hills have been 
clothed with trees, hillsides have been terraced and 
planted with vines, pestilential marshes have been 
drained and made fruitful, stony ground has been 
transformed into fruitful fields, and desert places 
made to rejoice and blossom with extended groves 
of fruit-bearing trees. They begin to recognize 
what they have missed, and are determined to hold 
for themselves all that remains. 

Arabs are well aware that without a determined 
struggle they will be worsted in the conflict. Soured 
by the trend of events they have been unable to 
control, they have watched the growth of Zionism 
with increasing irritation and resentment. Unable of 
themselves to stem the tide, they have demanded of 
Great Britain that Jewish immigration cease and that 
no more land be sold to Zionists. What has made the 
situation particularly perplexing has been the re- 
fusal of Arab leaders to consider any plan of politi- 
cal parity wtih Zionists. To every suggestion of a 
round table conference to discuss the problem, they 
have had but one reply, a downright negative. The 
only plan that they will accept is an Arab State with 
minority rights for Jews. This is a position to which 
Jews refuse to give any consideration. From their 
experience of “minority rights” in Germany, Poland, 
and Rumania, they are well aware that such a posi- 
tion would put an end to Zionist aims and leave them 
in great insecurity. 
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This intransigent attitude of the Palestinian Arabs 
and the active rebellion they have been conducting 
have put the government of Great Britain in a quan- 
dary. Commission after commission has been ap- 
pointed to struggle with the problem and no way 
has been found to reconcile the irreconcilable. Now 
another Royal Commission has presented its report. 
It is a volume of over 400 pages, with several ap- 
pendices. In it is represented a vast amount of pains- 
taking investigation and a sincere effort on the part 
of the able men who comprised the commission to 
arrive at a just and lasting solution of the problem. 

The report is remarkable. In the judgment of the 
commission the mandate for Palestine is unworkable, 
and should be given up. What is proposed in its 
place is a division of the land into three parts: the 
first part, comprising the North and most of the 
Maritime Plain, to become a Jewish State with Do- 
minion status; the second part, comprises the Center, 
East, and South, to become a self-governing Arab 
State under the Emir of Transjordania; and the third 
part, lying between these states, an international 
corridor, to include Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
as well as the shores and sacred sites around the Sea 
of Galilee, to become a new mandate territory un- 
der British administration. It is also suggested that 
Arabs in the Jewish State be transferred to their own 
territory, and that similarly Jews in the Arab terri- 
tory be reéstablished in their own state. 

These proposals are an indication of the straits in 
which the commission found itself. The division of 
so small a country into two pocket states with a nar- 
row strip of neutral territory between would cer- 
tainly create new problems, possibly as vexatious 
as the one it is proposed to solve. The Arabs reject 
the plan of partition im toto and continue their pro- 
gram of riot and murder in protest. The Jewish 
Agency, very conscious of the limitations which 
such a plan of partition would impose on Zionist 
ambitions, has accepted the plan tentatively as the 
most acceptable of the alternatives it had to consider: 
a compact majority in a small part of Palestine and 
self-governing, or a scattered minority in the whole 
of Palestine largely at the mercy of an alien popula- 
tion, their rights maintained, as at present, with 
British bayonets and at the cost of British lives. 

Doubtless the case for the Jews was sadly preju- 
diced at first by the unbalanced utterances of indi- 
vidual Zionists who were carried off their feet by a 
misunderstanding of the terms of the Balfour Decla- 
ration and by the seeming near realization of their 
long-cherished dreams of a Jewish State. But the 
wiser of the Jewish leaders have always recognized 
that no real future for the Jews in Palestine could be 
assured that did not give full consideration to the 
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rights and aims of Arabs in the land. They have 
diligently sought the codperation of Arabs in Jewish 
enterprises and in efforts for the welfare of Palestine. 
As early as November 18, 1929, Dr. Judah L. 
Magnes, then Chancellor of the Jewish University 
in Jerusalem, rebuked the ill-considered utterances 
of some of his fellow Jews in the following eloquent 
statement: 


“If the only way of establishing the Jewish National 
Home is upon the bayonets of some empire, our whole en- 
terprise is not worth while, and it is better that the eternal 
people that has outlived many a mighty empire should pos- 
sess its soul in patience and plan and wait. It is one of the 
civilizing tasks before the Jewish people to try to enter the 
Promised Land, not as Joshua, but bringing peace, culture, 
hard work, sacrifice, love, determination; to do nothing un- 
justifiable before the conscience of the world.” 


Such broad-minded Jews have already established 
a basis of codperation with equally broad-minded 
Arabs in various Jewish enterprises and in efforts 
for the welfare of the country. They are, indeed, 
assured that a continuation of this policy would 
eventually bring about a peaceful settlement of all 
the issues that have arisen between Jews and Arabs. 
The Royal Commission, however, seems to have 
been convinced that there was no possibility of the 
moderate Arab element gaining the upper hand in 
the near future and coming to an understanding 
with the Jews. While its report has not been acted 
upon, there are sufficient indications that, with some 
modifications, it may be reported favorably to the 
British Parliament and the Commission on Mandates 
of the League of Nations. Jewish leaders are already 
beginning to consider their responsibilities should it 
become law. In the words of the Marchioness of 
Reading; 


“There is no one in favor of partition who is not deeply 
aware of the grave responsibility which its acceptance in- 
volves. But they view this responsibility also as a great 
opportunity, an opportunity which, once refused, may not 
present itself again in many hundred years, to create a 
haven for those sore distressed, a spot on this earth where 
the Jew may cease to be a wanderer, where Jewish religion 
and Jewish culture may breathe their own air, and the his- 
tory of Israel once more unfold its tale in the land of 
Israel.” 


It is yet premature to discuss the internal form a 
Jewish State may take. All well-wishers of the Jews 
certainly hope that the principles of democracy and 
toleration will prevail. Christian leaders may well 
take time by the forelock, before treaties are entered 
into, to ensure that the door will not be closed to 
those who represent the Church of Christ. There 
could be no brighter hope for the future of the 
Jews than that Jesus should once more come to His 
own in the land of their forefathers. 
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World Fellowship Building 


By Janie .W. McGaucuey* 


AS LAST one of our dreams has come true at 
Montreat, and our World Fellowship Build- 

ing is a reality. The accompanying picture is 
proof of the beauty of this little building, which is 
one of the chain of Auxiliary Birthday love gifts 
around the world. One of the features of the Aux- 
iliary Training School at Montreat during the week 
of July 6-13 will be a service of dedication of the 
new building, as we begin our first use of it during 
the conference season. 

The amount of our Birthday offering for this 
cause was not sufficient to make the building as large 
as we had hoped. An effort will be made, however, 
to have the group which stays in the 32 rooms of 
this building during the week of our Auxiliary 
Training School represent as far as possible our en- 
tire Assembly as well as our past Birthday gifts. Op- 
portunity will be given throughout the week for 
every woman at Montreat to enjoy the privilege of a 


Le 


*Miss Janie W. McGaughey is Secretary of Woman’s Work in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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social hour within the walls of our Fellowship Build- 
ing, and every one will also have opportunity of 
sharing in the dedication service planned for that 
week. 

You will be interested to know that already this 
building has been ministering to young womanhood 
as it has been used during the year by representatives 
of the student body of Montreat College. It was the 
privilege of the Secretary of Woman’s Work to 
lead a chapel service at the college last fall, and thus 
convey to the student body the loving greetings of 
the women, and to explain to them the purpose of 
our gift and our desire that it should ever be used to 
the glory of God. Following a prayer of dedication, 
two young women gave very impressive and happy 
responses indicating how genuine is the appreciation 
of these girls for this new home in Montreat, and 
how true is their purpose to guard as a sacred trust 
their stewardship of the privilege of using the 
building. 

The first of these was Elizabeth Welton, Presi- 
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dent of Montreat College student body, who said: 

“As President of the Montreat College student 
body, I wish to express the deep and earnest appre- 
ciation of each and every girl in the Montreat Col- 
lege for the use of the World Fellowship Building 
and for all that it has meant to us. We accept it as 
a trust, and in the spirit in which it was offered. We 
hope that our use of the building may truly enable 
‘Montreat to touch the world for Christ’ to a greater 
extent, and thereby fulfill the true aim back of the 
most unselfish and generous efforts of the love gift 
of the women of the Church.” 

Then Helen Hardie, of Brazil, who is one of the 


students staying in World Fellowship Building, re- 
sponded as follows: 

“On behalf of those of us who have the privilege 
of living in the World Fellowship Building this 
year, we also want to express our appreciation. We 
count it a privilege and shall do our best to be 
worthy of the trust. Our sincere hope is that while 
living in this building we may feel that we have a 
part in the purpose for which the building was 
erected, a WORLD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, 
and that we may share with others in helping Mon- 
treat more and more to touch the world for Christ.” 





Thanksgiving, Faith, Good Courage 
A Document of Deep Human Interest 


This article, anonymous for obvious reasons, but originating at Yenching University, Peiping, China, came to us from 
Dr. Warren H. Stuart, formerly a missionary in China, now teaching in the College of Emporia, Emporia, Kansas. Dr. Stuart's 
brother, Leighton Stuart, is President of Yenching University and one of the most widely known Americans in China. 
The two brothers were born in China, sons of Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Stuart. 


HE committee has suggested that some of us 

who have been here all through the summer 

should speak in these few moments of morning 
worship and should say something about the inner 
experiences which these times of emergency have 
brought. You all know what the outer conditions 
have been; you know we have had a little taste of 
war. I think we should remember that it has been a 
very slight taste. We have not suffered physically at 
all, and when I compare what has happened at T’ung 
Chou and Tientsin, and Nan Yuan and recently all 
over China, with what we have had in Yenching, I 
see that we have not yet shared in the ordeal of the 
nation. 

However we have had experiences which have 
meant considerable strain. And that outer strain has 
been reflected in the inner life of each one of us, and 
has meant something different in each case. So I 
am to tell you what it has ment to me. I must bear 
my witness that it has brought me an increase in 
three experiences: it has increased my power to give 
thanks; it has increased my faith in God; it has in- 
creased my courage. ’ 


I 


Today I shall say a few words about that matter 
of thankfulness to God. 

We who are students live a very quiet and peaceful 
life as a general rule. We are apt to think, I suppose, 
that peace and quiet are rights of ours, and that God 
really ought to provide these conditions for us and 
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for everybody. But if we do think so, and allow 
ourselves to demand these precious things, we are 
guilty of a great stupidity. We are a part of a living 
world, and we are children of a living God; and, if 
we will face the fact of existence as it is, we must see 
that no life process is simple and sweet and harmo- 
nious. Life begins in suffering, and goes on in 
struggle, and usually ends in pain. In so far as there 
is peace and quiet, it is the gift to us of sacrifices on 
the part of struggling, suffering people—sacrifices 
made to bring into existence some little measure of 
this security that we take for granted. And who are 
we that we should be given peace out of the millions 
who know nothing but suffering? What value lies 
in us, that we should be so favored? I think we all 
must find a humble answer to that question. There 
is no reason, as far as our merit goes, why we should 
not have to share in the pain and hunger and fear 
of the world. These are the conditions of life. No 
government, no religion, no institution, no social 
fabric which protects us, has arisen without the cost 
of human blood and tears. 

If you ask why suffering is the law and condition 
of life, I must say of course that I do not know. But 
I do know that even Jesus our Lord, who shared in 
the life and nature of God more than any other who 
has trod this earth, accepted suffering for himself 
as something which was part of the will of his 
Father. I have learned very slowly, in the course of 
the years, to be willing not to understand, and to 
face the fact just as a fact which must be accepted 
without understanding. 
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And so, instead of being affronted when our peace 
and quiet are taken away, the humble spirit is rather 
filled with wonder and gratitude at any least bless- 
ing of that nature from the hand of God. 

Every day, in the summer that is just gone, has had 
possibilities for us of the common human lot. Yet 
every day has come to an end, and no member of this 
beloved community has suffered death, or hunger, 
or thirst, or peril in its extreme form. 

I remember the day of the bombardment, as we 
call the 28th of July. Eight bombing planes came out 
to attack the Hsi Yuan, and in order to get in position 
over the barracks they flew very low over Yenching. 
We heard the roar of the engines; we saw the rows 
of black dots under their wings, and we knew there 
was dreadful death in those black spots. We watched 
the planes dip over the Hsi Yuan; we saw the bombs 
fall; we heard the explosions, thirty-eight of them. 
Then a long hot day went by, and we did not know 
what would happen next. But evening came; the sun 
went down in beauty over the hills, and I said in my 
heart, “God, I thank Thee for the marvel of Thy 
sky, empty of death.” 

It was the deepest act of thanksgiving I have 
known. 

And, since then, as each day has passed without 
bringing any of the things we have had reason to 
expect, and most of all without bringing the neces- 
sity of leaving this place and this work, my soul has 
gone out in thankfulness to God for yet one more 
day of lovingkindness and tender mercy. Each day 
is to me a gift from God’s hand, and I bless and 
magnify His name, and know, more deeply than 
ever | have before, how God’s goodness encom- 
passes me. 


II 


The experience of thankfulness is strengthened as 
I consider past experiences of these recent months in 
Yenching. As I face the future, I am conscious of 
new depths in the experience we call faith. When 
we talk about this in ordinary circumstances, there 
is not much pressure on us. We hear the words 
“Have faith in God,” and we think, Why yes, why 
not? Everything is going well. Why shouldn’t it 
continue to do so? Such light acquiescence in easy 
and pleasant living is a different matter from the cry 
of the whole self: 

“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 

Ihave found my Bible very much more meaning- 
ful in the days that are just past. Most of it was 
written by people who new the harsh side of life. 
David had been a hunted outlaw before he became a 
king, and his Psalms are full of things that show he 
knew how you feel when you are in danger and have 
to hide. Paul was a student and a man in easy cir- 
cumstances in his youth, but in maturity he became 
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a traveller and a prisoner. He knows about the feel- 
ings of people who travel where they are disliked 
and get into prison as a result. And Jesus had his 
share in poverty and hard work, and at the end died 
a criminal’s death. With David and Paul and Jesus 
as professors, and with the Bible as a text, one can 
make a good deal of progress in the curriculum of 
real life. 

One thing to be learned is to live one day at a time. 
The most ludicrous performance of human conceit 
is the taking of responsibility for the future. Since 
it is obvious that no human being can control what 
will happen to him from moment to moment, it 
does seem astonishing that we persist in fretting our- 
selves as we do, about tomorrow and the next week 
and the next year. To learn to leave the future with 
God is the most complete common sense as well as 
the most profound religious attitude. 

Certainly, when we face anything like years of 
war, we know that, if we try to carry that load, we 
shall simply go mad. Human powers of endurance 
are not equal to human powers of imagination plus 
human power of depravity. We are forced back 
on God. 

During the days when Americans were going into 
the Embassy in large numbers, a friend of mine in 
Peking decided that she had a good reason for re- 
maining in her own house. Of course she ran a risk, 
not only that her house might be in the center of 
fighting, but that she would have very unwelcome 
visitors in the night. I asked her what she would have 
done in that case. 

“I don’t know,” she replied. “But I have never 
met any emergency in my life in which God did 
not sustain me.” 

I though over the little things which have hap- 
pened to me, and saw it was true in my own Case. 
Whatever has come, God has come with it, or 
rather God has been in the hard experiences just as he 
has been in experiences of beauty, peace, and joy. 
Why should I suppose that now I shall be deserted? 

The bombing planes were a sort of laboratory 
experiment. You see I keep going back to them. 
When they first came, I was asleep, and the first ex- 
plosion sounded like the end of the world. I jumped 
out of bed and ran down into the cellar of the 
house where I was. I didn’t understand at first that 
the planes were not attacking Yenching. (Some 
really brave people just lay in bed that morning, and 
some others went out of doors to watch. I didn’t 
that first time.) But, as I sat listening to the explo- 
sions, the question came into my mind: You are 
feeling bombs now; can you also feel God? This was 
not a prayer but an intellectual question. The con- 
viction which came as the answer was crystal clear. 
How do noises affect the reality of God? How does 
my own fear of violence affect Him? Why, not at 
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all. I knew that God is, and that He is a rewarder 
of them that seek Him, even when they sit in cellars 
and shiver as the bombing planes go over. 

Moreover, I found that the sense of God does not 
make you sure you are not going to be hurt. Jesus 
said, “/n the world ye shall have tribulation,” and He 
had it. But the sense of God does make one sure 
that, if one is hurt, one can bear it. Paul says: “My 
God shall supply all your need”; Paul knew. This 
summer I have come to the simple understanding 
that this is true. 

I wonder why this should be surprising, for, when 
you believe it, you are surprised. Jesus used to say, 
“O ye of little faith,’ to people who were so slow, 
so timid. I think sometimes He said it with a touch 
of amusement that human kind is so silly as to try 
and carry loads of anxiety that obviously human 
strength cannot stagger under. 

My faith has been very little. But it is enough 
for me, as I think of the days to come, that I am in 
the hands of God. 


Ill 


The final experience of which I shall speak, as 
coming out of the summer is the increase of courage. 

Now I have some reserves in this matter. I cer- 
tainly cannot make any dramatic claims to absolute 
fearlessness or anything of the sort. It seems to me 
that the really brave people I know, like those who 
are truly humble, have not much to say about these 
qualities. They appear in behavior rather than in 
words, But since war experiences always do involve 
this matter of fear, I have been thinking about it and 
I have some insights which are new to me. 

One is, that the feeling of fear has a very low 
correlation with the degree of danger. There is a 
difference in the times when people suffer the most, 
and the degree of suffering does not seem to depend 
entirely upon what is going on in the physical 
world. There was a week last summer when fighting 
was all around Yenching. We were really an island 
in destruction and death. When I compared notes 
with some others who were here on the campus, I 
found that for each one of us the time of greatest 
fear was different. And as a matter of fact, none of 
these times corresponded with the point when there 
was most likelihood of harm to Yenching. I must 
say that this discovery made an impression on me. It 
showed me so clearly how unreliable my feelings are, 
as any indication of danger, that I believe next time 
there is an emergency I shall be rather slow to sup- 
pose that I know enough to be intelligently alarmed. 

Then another thing I discovered is, that fear, al- 
though it is so unreliable, is not at all uncontrollable. 
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People have different ways of meeting fear, and | 
think we might make up our minds ahead of time 
that there are some things we will not do. A good 
many people can think of nothing better than to run 
from one to another and say “Hai p’a.” Those who 
helped me the most this summer remained perfectly 
quiet, and continued in some necessary or sensible 
occupation. At the very least, it seems to me, Yen- 
ching students can make up their minds not to be- 
have like children. If a time of testing comes to us, 
we can keep quiet and keep busy. 

But these are only ordinary levels upon which to 
meet fear. The follower of Jesus has, I think, a 
greater demand laid upon him. I do not mean that 
unless a person is absolutely fearless he is a traitor 
to his faith. Christians have bodies that shrink from 
pain, and nerves that recoil from violence, and a love 
of life that dreads death. Jesus had all these things. 
So had Paul. So had all the Saints. Indeed I think 
one is more capable of pain, and more sensitive to 
suffering, in proportion as one is a Christ-filled 
personality. But while no one will blame a Christian 
for echoing the prayer of his master, “Father, . . . 
let this cup pass from me,” the stern necessity is upon 
him to learn to complete the prayer—“Nevertheless, 
not my will but thine be done.” He must therefore 
meet fear in a different way from a person who is not 
bound as he is. He must resist the natural urge of 
his body to do self-considering things. He is not 
permitted to look after his own safety. He must be a 
good soldier and fight the overmastering physical 
impulses of life with prayer that he will do his best 
fighting; with prayer, and steadfast attention to the 
needs of others. 

It is a help to look at the fear experiences of the 
disciples. You remember when Jesus was arrested 
what cowards they were—how they all ran away 
and left him alone. But those same men, later on, 
lived in continual danger and died for their Lord at 
last. You might say they failed their entrance ex- 
amination to the spiritual life, but took the highest 
degrees in the end. 

There were tests last summer which I did not 
pass; but those tests left me with a greater hope and 
expectation of doing better another time. There 
were many silent and steady examples to show me 
the way, and I found that God is faithful in this 
matter as in any other, and does not lay upon a 
child of His any burden which cannot be borne. As 
our day, so our strength is. And so, even when one 
is very far in temperament from those who make 
a sport of danger, it is quite possible, I find, to be 
quiet and confident and cheerful; to be, as Jesus 
said, “of good courage.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 














ginia 
tion 
wer 
inte 


groy 
a ft 
cure 
cil f 
nui 
wor 
posi 
grat 
Tra 
to 

Bib 
sev 
in 
yea 
Da’ 
is | 


we 








ind | 
time 
good 
9 Tun 
who 
ectly 
isible 
Yen- 
0 be- 
0 us, 


ch to 
ak, a 
- that 
aitor 
from 
love 
lings. 
think 
ve to 
filled 
istian 
Si 
upon 
eless, 
efore 
is not 
ze of 
; not 
-bea 
ysical 
; best 
0 the 


f the 
ested 
away 
r on, 
rd at 
e ex- 


phest 


| not 
> and 
“here 
vy me 
. this 
on a 
e. As 
1 one 
make 
0 be 
Jesus 


VEY 





JOY IN LEARNING By Dorothy Lee Morrison 


ELIGIOUS instruction was first introduced in 
the grades of the seven public schools of 
Middle River District, Augusta County, Vir- 

ginia, by the Virginia Council of Religious Educa- 


and value of the church in the life of the individual, 
to arouse a desire to attend the services of worship, 
and to prepare the pupils to understand and partici- 
pate in them. This unit on the church and worship 





tion in the school year 1931-32. Local young women 
were used as part-time teachers, and strictly 
interdenominational instruction was given. 


The work continued to 
grow, and in the fall of 1935 
4 full-time teacher was se- 
cured by the Virginia Coun- 
cil for the district. From the 
number of trained young 
women considered for this 
position, the writer, a 1935 
graduate of the Assembly’s 
Training School, was chosen 
to be full-time teacher of 
Bible in the grades of the 
seven schools. She is now 
in the middle of her third 
year as teacher in the Week 
Day School of Religion; she 
is known and spoken of as 
“the Bible teacher.” Each 
week she drives a ’29 model 
Ford coach from school to 
school, meeting in all 720 
children released from their 


A NEW TEACHING ORDER 
By E. B. PAIstey 


In Virginia church and state successfully co- 
operate in education. The Virginia Council of 
Religious Education, under the able leadership 
of its secretary, Rev. Minor C. Miller, has fos- 
tered this development. Pupils are permitted to 
attend classes for Christian religious instruction 
on public-school time at the request of their 
parents. Local administration is under a council 
elected by the various local denominations. At 
present 20 counties and cities arg. participating 
and there are 18 full-time teachers. These have 
all had professional training for their work. 

Five of them have been prepared at the As- 
sembly’s Training School. In these teachers the 
Church has a full-time teaching order, trained, 
supported and controlled by the Church, but 
working with the approval of the public- 
school authorities. The article, “Joy in Learn- 
ing,” which appears on this page was written 
by one of these teachers, Miss Dorothy Lee 


culminated in a worship service. 
It was two hours after midday, Friday afternoon, 
March 19, 1937. The sun streamed through the 


windows of the Old Stone 
Church on the hill (Augusta 
Stone Presbyterian Church 
on the Lee Highway some 
nine miles north of Staunton, 
Virginia). Its door was wide 
open. Two hundred Junior 
boys and girls, from four 
public schools, passed quietly 
from the brightness of the 
sunshine into the soft light of 
the church nave. Each Junior 
carried his own “church bul- 
letin,’ which contained the 
order of worship for the 
afternoon. Each found a 
place to sit and listen to the 
music of the pipe organ. 
Presently the minister went 
into the pulpit and his voice 
was heard, “The Lord is in 
his holy temple, let all the 





public-school duties for in- 
struction in religious educa- 
tion. The primary grades—first, second and third— 
each meet for a thirty-minute period; the fourth, 
fifth, sixth, and seventh grades, for a sixty-minute 
period. 

An enrollment card must be signed by the child’s 
parents and returned to “the Bible teacher” before 
the child is enrolled in “the Bible class.” In grades 4 
through 7 each pupil brings a small amount of money 
to pay for the necessary materials used during the 
year. This makes it possible for each one to have a 
notebook in which to keep certain pictures, maps, 
poems, stories, songs, prayers, and Bible verses used 
during the year. 

In “Bible classes,” as in the departments of the 
church school, there are at least four different units 
of study during the year, in addition to the special 
units at Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. A new 
curriculum, “Adventures in Christian Living,” pre- 
pared by a committee on Week Day Religious Edu- 
Cation, Is now being used. 

During the spring of 1937 an earnest endeavor was 
made to help the pupils feel the beauty, purpose, 
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Morrison, of Augusta County, Virginia. 


earth keep silence before 
him.” Together they joined 
in a hymn of praise and thanksgiving. Then heads 
were bowed and eyes closed, everything was hushed 
as the minister talked to God. Then there was an 
offering. Over five dollars was sent to the Virginia 
Council of Religious Education to help other Junior 
boys and girls experience the “good life.” Following 
another hymn, the group listened carefully to the 
minister as he stood before them. As he talked the 
boys and girls saw pictures. They saw an enthusi- 
astic young man standing before Jesus; they saw 
Jesus showing the young man the way to be loving 
and helpful, strong and pure. The minister’s voice 
grew very soft and solemn; he was talking to God 
again. When he had finished the choir sang, “Lead 
On, O King Eternal.” Then very quietly the boys 
and girls arose and left the church. 

After this service, during the months of April and 
May, a chart of church-school attendance was kept. 
Attendance in the various church schools of the dis- 
trict increased. No attempt is made to have the Week 
Day Schools in any way take the place of the church 
schools, but it may be written here that this chart 
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These public school children study the Bible 
under the direction of the church 


revealed the fact that the Week Day Schools, or 
“Bible classes,” are reaching some children who are 
not reached by the churches. Of the 698 children 
enrolled in “Bible classes” during the school year 
1936-37 between fifty and sixty per cent attended 
church school regularly. But what of the other 
fifty or forty per cent w sho did not go to any church 
on Sunday? During the week in their public schools 
they received an hour of religious instruction. 


EFFECTIVENESS OF THIs INSTRUCTION 


How effective is this instruction? Do children 
really learn to love God and their fellow men? It is 
impossible to measure results, for it is impossible to 
measure personality—the lifelong process of many 
influences. The public-school teachers and “the 
Bible teacher” herself have seen attitudes change. 
One public-school teacher said the “Bible class” 


helped her to solve her problem of discipline. The 
parents, especially the mothers, testify to the worth- 
whileness of such instruction. “I don’t know what 
you are studying in ‘Bible class,’ but Harold cer- 
tainly is helpful around the house,” were the words 
of one mother. “Margaret wouldn’t miss school on 
‘Bible day’ for any thing,” was the testimony of 
another mother. And others—mothers and fathers— 
have said the same thing. A number of parents have 
been so moved by the enthusiasm of their children 
that they have visited in the Week Day Schools. 

Several weeks before Christmas, in a Week Day 
session, a sixth grade discussed the modern observ- 
ance of Christmas. They expressed a desire, as a 
group, to help make the angels’ song of peace and 
good will come true. So invitations to a Christmas 
party were extended to an underprivileged group 
of twenty-five mountain children. These mountain 
children ‘accepted the invitation, with few words, 
according to their way, but with beaming faces. The 
public-school teacher of the sixth grade became in- 
terested and offered her services. One mother of a 
sixth-grade girl telephoned “the Bible teacher” that 
she would like to send some cookies for the party 
about which she had been hearing so much. The chil- 
dren themselves, with a few suggestions from the 
public-school teacher and “the Bible teacher,” 
planned every detail of the party. The teacher of the 
mountain children drove the school bus with the 
twenty-five children ten miles for an hour and a half 
of “good-will.” A month later the party was still be- 
ing talked about, and the mountain children seem 
kinder—they are kinder. 

There is so much joy in learning, with boys and 
girls, from the Great Teacher the way of a happy, 
busy, and good life, filled with beautiful things, and 
love for God and our fellow men. 





Theme for the Durban Convention 


The World’s Sunday School Association an- 
nounces the theme for the World’s Sunday School 
Convention to be held in Durban, South Africa, in 
1940. After very careful consideration, including a 
wide consultation of representatives in many parts 
of the world, the theme approved is GOD SO 
LOVED THE WORLD. With so much strife and 
bitter discord prevailing in many parts of the world, 
and with actual war being waged, there seems no 
theme more appropriate for the Sunday schools from 
all nations to sound out than this age-long message 


of the gospel, GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, 
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Since the Convention in Durban will use both 
English and Afrikaans, the theme is also announced 
in Afrikaanxs—GOD HEEFT DE WERELD ZOO 
BEMIND. 


The Durban Convention will be the thirteenth of 
these great World Sunday School Conventions held 
in the past fifty years. The last convention met in 
Oslo, Norway, in July of 1936, with an attendance 
of some three hound delegates from sixty nations. 
The theme of the Oslo Convention was CHRIST 
THE HOPE OF THE WORLD. 
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Bible School at Mutoto 


On path between stations. Miss MacKinnon (right) 
with Miss Kelly 


“The Relative Value of Chevrolets and Fords” 
The A.P.C. Mission Through Methodist Eyes 


By Satiie Lou MacKinnon* 


|» Out of Africa Dr. Emory Ross, writing of the 
codéperation between the Southern Presbyterian 

and the Southern Methodist Churches says: “In 
the Congo occurred what must be one of the hap- 
piest instances on record of missionary codperation.” 
As I have heard the story, the Presbyterian Mission, 
working among the Baluba people, had expanded 
until it touched the Batetela tribe on the north. The 
mission recognized the challenge for the evangeliza- 
tion of these people but, with their great work 
among the Baluba people, felt unable to undertake 
work with another tribe. The need of the Batetela 
people was presented by the Presbyterians to the 
Board of Missions of the Methodist Church, South, 
and Bishop William R. Lambuth, with Professor 
John W. Gilbert, spent the year 1911 in studying the 
needs and opportunities. In 1914 Bishop Lambuth, 
with a party of six missionaries, returned to the 
Congo and found that sixteen Africans of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Mission had volunteered to go as 
native helpers with the Southern Methodist mis- 
sionaries into the Batetela tribe. Most of these native 
workers were evangelists. Some knew the Batetela 
language and rendered a great service in helping the 
Methodist missionaries to learn the language and to 
reduce it to written form. At first, songs, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and other small portions of the Bible, were 
translated by them from the Baluba. In the twenty- 
four years that the Southern Methodist Mission has 





— MacKinnon is the Secretary of Foreign Mission Woman's 
ork of the Board of Missions of the M. E. Church, South. 
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been at work in the Congo, the mutual helpfulness 
of the two missions has constantly grown. 

My personal experience of this happy instance of 
coéperation began in July of last year, when I was 
struggling with baggage on the pier at Antwerp and 
was greeted by Dr. Charles Crane and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hershey Longenecker, who were returning to the 
Congo after a furlough period in America. With 
them were Henry and David Crane and Jimmy 
Longenecker. Traveling with me were three mis- 
sionaris of our mission, two going to Africa for the 
first time. We quickly formed a party for pleasure 
and profit. For nearly three weeks we traveled to- 
gether, enjoying leisurely conversation, long walks, 
and sports on deck, Every morning, for at least an 
hour, we met together for study and conference. 
Dr. Crane led the group, and the young missionaries 
and I agreed that these conferences were much more 
valuable as preparation for Africa than the reading 
of many books and the studying of many courses in 
college. The party separated for a while at Lobita 
Bay, Angola, as the Cranes proceeded to Matadi and 
up the Congo River and the Longeneckers went to 
Lubondai to put their son Jimmy in school. The 
Methodist party went by train to Luluagare, where 
we were met by members of the Southern Methodist 
and Southern Presbyterian Missions and taken in 
cars to Mutoto. 

My first night in the Belgian Congo was spent at 
Mutoto, in the home of Mr. and Mrs William 
Worth. For me there was a thrill in having as my 
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Mutoto Bible School 


first host this son of North Carolina and of China. 
From Mutoto we proceeded to the Southern Metho- 
dist Mission, with urgent invitations to come back to 
the Presbyterian Mission as soon as possible for a 
visit there. After about six weeks in the Methodist 
Mission, I returned to Mutoto and had a week in the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Mission, visiting three 
of the larger stations, Mutoto, Luebo, ad Lubondai. 
More heart-warming hospitality I have never en- 
joyed. 

Mutoto is one of the largest of the stations. Com- 
fortable homes with large verandas, well-kept lawns, 
a tennis court, glorious flowers within and without 
the houses, made me realize that these missionaries 
know how to keep life wholesome even in an iso- 
lated situation. The mission has made its impact on 
the tribe by bringing to it the full gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In each station I visited there were churches, 
schools, and hospitals, with emphasis everywhere 
upon the training of the Congolese to carry on the 
work. From the stations, by missionaries and Chris- 
tian natives, the work of healing, teaching, and 
preaching is carried to the surrounding villages. 

One of the most interesting experiences of my 
Congo trip was visiting the classes in agriculture 
taught by Mr. Edmiston. As we were going to the 
field where the practical work was done, the mis- 
sionaries warned us to get out of the path as this was 
one class to which the boys and girls ran in their 
eagerness not to miss a minute of the class period. 
They were swift, and when we reached the field we 
found them at work making their own fertilizer from 
materials brought from the woods, planting, and 
cultivating. The baskets and many of the tools being 
used had been made by the students. Cassava is the 
chief food in this section of the Congo. Mr. Edmis- 
ton and his boys had found twenty-one varieties, 
which will enable the family always to have a suffi- 
cient supply. Constantly the classes are experiment- 
ing with native foods and working to introduce 
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The Bible School sings—Mr. McMurray at the organ 


other foods and to adapt them to the Congo climate. 
Physical life will certainly be more abundant for 
every student in these classes and for the villages in 
which they will live. In keeping with the general 
custom of the missions, I heard Mr. Edmiston prom- 
ise one of the Methodist missionaries to take some 
of her teachers to train in agriculture. 

We expect to hear beautiful singing among Negro 
people, but it does not come in Congo without train- 
ing, as I learned from painful listening. In Mutoto 
Mr. Murray has trained the boys and girls so that 
listening to them is an inspiring experience, and as I 
listened I thought of the richness of life that music 
and Christian hymns were bringing to the partici- 

ants. 

One of the high lights of my visit was an evening’s 
entertainment given at Mutoto by the boys from 
the schools. These entertainments are a weekly 
occurence, and from the programs of the year the 
boys had selected the best to give to the visitors. Out 
in the open there were four great bonfires, and 
decorations of Bougainvillaea. Here the boys re- 
acted native scenes—a chief fighting a lion, a war 
between two tribes which the State army finally puts 
down, two natives using the white man’s telephone 
and the white man striding in like a lord, “red-eyed 
with anger,” while one native telephones another, 
a fight with one of the mythical animals, native 
stories and songs. 

Equally interesting were the native games which 
the girls played for my entertainment at the Girls’ 
Home, under the guidance of Mrs. McMurray. 

On shipboard I had learned of the Bible School at 
Mutoto where the young preachers are given train- 
ing in teaching as well as preaching, so that they 
may help the village people to become literate. Dur- 
ing my brief visit I was greatly impressed with the 
methods by which these students were serving while 
learning by doing. Their wives were also receiving 
training for Christian homes in the village. 
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It is a long drive from Mutoto to Luebo, with 
three ferries to be crossed, but we reached Luebo 
in time for afternoon tea. We found most of the 
ladies of the mission gathered in the home of Mrs. 
Morrison. She has a refrigerator run by kerosene, 
and I think I have never tasted anything as good as 
iced water after a day of travel over Congo roads 
under a tropical sun. At Luebo we saw the largest 
schools I had seen anywhere in Congo. The excel- 
lent printing press under the direction of Mr. 
Longenecker serves not only the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion but numbers of others. At the printing estab- 
lishment I was most interested in the drawings done 
by one of the native helpers. In Luebo I also had 
an opportunity to see Dr. Stixrud perform an opera- 
tion with the help of native assistants. One of the 
most encouraging features of the work in the Congo 
is the ability of these hospital boys to assist in many 
ways, especially in the work with the microscope 
and in giving injections. In the operation I noticed 
that great care was taken to save the bits of cat gut. 
Pieces only two inches long were saved for future 
use. This is indicative, I believe, of the economy 
which distinguishes the mission work in the Congo. 
Dr. Stixrud took us to visit the Leper Colony not far 
from the station. It is being rebuilt, with model cot- 
tages for the lepers. The church in the leper village 
is simple and beautiful and is largely the work of 
the lepers themselves. The missionaries are most 
wise in inducing all with whom they come in con- 
tact to help themselves. The lepers even make their 
own gardens and build their own houses. When the 
disease has progressed too far, the other lepers join 
together to help the disabled ones. Smallpox was 
raging in the village, so I was not able to see the 
work with women about which I had heard encour- 
aging reports. 

Another day’s drive and we were at Lubondai 
for Sunday. Here, too, are hospitals, schools, and 
churches, but of special interest is the Central School 
for the children of missionaries. A happy memory 
is of these young people having their Sunday night 
supper on the lawn in front of the school, singing 
and enjoying the moonlight as young people do. 
In the evening I spoke at the vesper service. When 
I was introduced there was some pleasantry about 
Methodists and Presbyterians and my connection 
with both. Later some of the children were over- 
heard to say they did not know there was any dif- 
ference between Methodists and Presbyterians. “All 
we argue about is the relative value of Chevrolets 
and Fords.” 

It is difficult to summarize the impressions of my 
visit, but some of the most outstanding are: / 
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Games at Girls’ Home, Mutoto 


The quality of missionary life cannot be praised too 
highly, and the statesmanship with which they have planned 
their work is something for which the church can be 
grateful. The Presbyterian Mission has definitely set itself 
to make a permanent impact on the community by seeking 
to enrich life in every aspect—hospitals, schools, churches, 
and homes for girls are all working together to bring 
abundant life to the individual and to build a truly Chris- 
tian community. 


The missionaries are aware of the great dangers in de- 
stroying the native culture and have sought to preserve all 
that is good in the life of the tribe and to permeate it with 
Christian truth, not with Western ways. 


While the Southern Presbyterian Mission is better 
equipped than any other mission work I saw in the Congo, 
nevertheless the missionaries need desperately better equip- 
ment and more funds to make wholly effective the work 
they are doing. In many places I felt that the economies 
necessary were costing the missionary too much in life 
energy. 

In general the Belgian Government seems increasingly 
appreciative of the quality of work of Protestant missions 
and coéperates especially in medical work. The fact that the 
educational work of the government is done almost entirely 
through subsidies to Roman Catholic schools places a heavy 
responsibility upon Protestant missions to provide excellent 
schools for their own constituency. Codperation among 
Protestant missions in Congo is marked and is a source of 


strength for all. 


In no country in which missionaries are at work have I 
found as large freedom to carry the gospel as in the Bel- 
gian Congo. This in itself presents a tremendous challenge 
in this day when governments in many countries are openly 
opposing Christianity. 

The comparatively sudden coming to the Congo of 
European customs, government, and industry has disrupted 
much of native life. The natives are perplexed and in many 
cases tragic corruption of character comes. The only hope 
that these primitive people coming into contact with West- 
ern civilization may make the tremendous change success- 
fully is in knowing Jesus Christ personally and in learning 
how to build a new community life on His principles. The 
only way they can find this interpretation of life is through 
the missionaries and native Christians. 
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Women of the Second Church, Luebo, bringing in offerings of firewood 


Please Stand By—Congo Mission Speaking 


Condensed Report of the Year’s Work 
By C. L. Crane* 


B te past year on the Africa Mission will go 
down in history as the severest period, from a 

physical standpoint, that this mission has ever 
experienced. With four deaths in missionary house- 
holds, two emergency furloughs on account of se- 
rious illness, and several other cases of illness, from 
which the patients have recovered at this time, we 
are reminded again of the fact that Africa has not 
yielded its reputation for unhealthfulness. Our mis- 
sionaries have passed through much sorrow and 
anxiety, for naturally the suffering of one house- 
hold is shared by all ‘the rest. 


A NEw STATION 


The small evangelistic station known as Mboi 
was, this past year, ‘occupied by Rev. and Mrs. J. K. 
Hobson. This station is 150 miles from Luebo sta- 
tion and is southeast of it, somewhat nearer Lubon- 


*Rev. C. L. Crane, D.D., is an educational and evangelistic mis- 
sionary, located at Mutoto, Congo Belge. 
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dai station, which is less than 100 miles to the north- 
east. This is an advance step. Over thirty outstations 
were taken over from Lubondai and Luebo, and 
thirty-three native workers are attached to this new 
field. The Babinji people, among whom this work 
is located, are raw heathen, untouched by the gos- 
pel heretofore. Mrs. Hobson says, “They are a huge 
nudist colony in themselves.” This was a venture in 
faith on the part of the mission. When, in October 
1936, it was decided to open this station, there was 
no new personnel in sight and no new funds avail- 
able; but Mr. and Mrs. Hobson left Luebo station 
during May 1937 to start the work to which they 
themselves’ gave the first contributions. However, it 
was not blind faith that moved the mission to launch 
out on this new enterprise so much as a desire to 
establish one or two small evangelistic stations from 
which we could better reach the people for whose 
evangelization we are responsible. With the pre- 
vious occupation of the small evangelistic station at 
Kasha, near the railway station of Luputa, by Rev. 
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Pastor Kalombo, at Luebo, reads his Bible at home 


and Mrs. George T. McKee, this gives us five large 
stations and two small ones, making our work less 
centralized. 

INCREASES AND DECREASES 

While the total number of baptisms during the 
year was 3269, this is 500 short of the previous year. 
Bulape station has had the largest number of bap- 
tisms in its history, however, and the native gifts at 
this station have increased 25 per cent over last year. 
Bibanga has also had an increase in baptisms, but 
the other stations had slight decreases. 

In answer to our prayers for more volunteer 
workers, a number of the native youths at Bibanga 
have volunteered and these are doing evangelistic 
work in dozens of villages. Some have begun en- 
tirely new work in villages that had not as yet 
opened their doors to the mission. The outstations 
in the Bibanga field now number 185, which is a 
tremendous increase over the handful of such out- 
posts with which the station began work over 
twenty years ago. One hundred and thirty of these 


are manned by graduates of the Morrison Bible 
School at Mutoto. 


Lichts anp SHapows oF EpucaTionaL Work 

The educational work of the mission still finds 
the native people responding to every effort to build 
up the school curricula, even to the point of being 
willing to pay for their books and school supplies, 
as well as a small amount of money for tuition, in 
face of the fact that Roman Catholic schools offer 
all these free of charge. One of the greatest diffi- 
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These boys play hymns on the marimba, leading the singing 
for hundreds of people 


culties in the educational work is to find native 
teachers with sufficient spiritual character, as well 
as evangelistic spirit, who are willing to work for 
the small salary we are able to pay. Graduates of 
the schools command a much larger salary among 
the Europeans in commercial and industrial lines, 
and it is only the native who has the uplift of his 
people a heart who will stay in a teaching job on 
our mission. One can no more blame the native for 
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“Now all of you sit down, and play that you are telling each other a story” 


accepting a more lucrative job than teaching, than 
he can blame the youth in America for having the 
same motives. 

In spite of these difficulties our schools seem to 
be making progress, and there are far more pupils 
in them than we have ever had. Luebo schools, for 
instance, have 2,100 pupils, an increase over last 
year. In all of our outpost schools, with the pos- 
sible exception of those at Bulape, it is still difficult 
to get the girls to attend, not so much on account of 
the refusal by the girls themselves, as because their 
parents insist on making them do the manual labor 
and drudgery of the household and field work. It 
is on this account that the Girls’ Homes of the mis- 
sion play such an important part in reaching the 





Mr. Edmiston and his boys in the garden at Mutoto 
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native women. In-these schools 
the girls are given a chance to 
become Christian women with 
sufficient educational back- 
ground to lift them up from 
savagery. 


REGIONAL SCHOOLS 


Five regional schools were 
opened in Luebo outstation 
territory during the year. 
These minister to the needs of 
from six to twelve native vil- 
lages of the neighborhood in 
which they are placed. Boys 
and girls come from far and 
near to attend, and they pre- 
sent one of our finest oppor- 
tunities for reaching the native 
youth. During a recent trip 
the missionaries of this station 
found between 200 and 300 
boys in several of these schools. 

There are hopeful signs of government recogni- 
tion of our educational work, even to the granting 
of small subsidies to Protestant schools that come 
up to the standard. The shortage of educational 
workers on the mission retards our own progress 
toward reaching the standard desired by the govern- 
ment as well as by ourselves. 


MepicaL Work 


Our medical departments continue to open the 
way for the gospel to enter many villages that 
might otherwise be closed to us, and these depart- 
ments are in themselves evangelistic to the core. No 
native ever enters one of our hospitals or dis- 
pensaries without hearing the gospel message, 
whether privately or in the chapel attached to the 
hospital. 


One of the most significant advances of the year 
has been the building, at Mutoto station, of a leper 
camp on a beautiful site within two miles of the 
station’s compound. Already there are nearly 200 
lepers at this camp with their families, and daily as 
well as on Sunday they have the gospel preached to 
them, while they are under treatment with the in- 
jections of chaulmoogra oil. Dr. Kellersberger has 
planted his own trees at Bibanga, and through the 
gift of a powerful press from one of the cotton 
companies near that station has been able to extract 
the oil in a very pure form. 

Bibanga Hospital has had three fine limestone rock 
buildings added to its medical equipment during the 
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year. These consist of a surgical and medical build- 
ing for the women, a maternity building, and a fine 
new dispensary. Through the liberality of Mr. G. S. 
Kemp of Richmond, Virginia, these units were fin- 
ished and an electric light plant added. 


BETTER BaBIES 


The Day Nursery maintained at Bibanga under 
the leadership of Mrs. Earl King cares for a number 
of native babies. At the present time the nursery is 
feeding and caring for 34 babies, eleven of whom 
sleep in the nursery while their mothers live in the 
village connected with the hospital or in the work- 
man’s village. This nursery is maintained by the 
station not only for the purpose of caring for the 
native babies, many of whom would die of mal- 
nutrition or from the crude and unsanitary methods 
used by the native mothers in their ignorance, but 
also as a most important phase of the work in that in- 
struction is given the native women in the proper 
care for their children. 


Economic ConpiITIONS 


The economic conditions in the Belgian Congo, 
especially in the territory served by our mission, 
have decidedly changed in the last eighteen months. 
The depression of a few years ago has given way 
to an actual boom. In the sections where cotton is 
raised the natives are getting big money for their 
crops of cotton; and in other sections, where corn 
and cassava form the bulk of the products in demand, 
the natives actually sell the food on which they 
largely depend for adequate subsistence. Such con- 
ditions naturally affect the work of the mission. In 
the first place, there is so much more money in the 
country, more in circulation, that the natives can be 
urged to give more liberally toward the work of 
the church. In some sections of the mission there 
has been a substantial increase in native church gifts, 
the total amount for the year being about six thou- 
sand francs above that of the previous year. 

_ The supporting budget of the mission has been 
increased only by five per cent, which is not suffi- 
cient to offset the demands made on the mission for 
increased salaries on the part of native employees in 
view of the general rise in salaries paid those in 
secular concerns. As the rise of prosperity in the 
economic world has not been attended by a similar 
ris€ On our mission, it is difficult for the native peo- 
ple to understand this fact. Many of our native 
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Dr. Stixrud operating. Mr. Morrison stands by 





A meeting of Presbytery at Luebo 


evangelists and teachers remain faithful in spite of 
the small pittance which the mission pays them, 
when they could command salaries four or five 
times the amount. 


Our NEED Topay 


The greatest need of the mission today, other 
than filling the places of those gone from us, is for 
a larger working budget, at least a budget that will 
restore in some measure the 60 per cent cut 
sustained in the past seven or eight years. This can 
come only when all of us as individuals as well as a 
corporate association of believers in Jesus Christ 
begin to take His command seriously and reconse- 
crate ourselves to the task of winning a chaotic and 
distressed world for Him. 
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HOSPITALITY PLUS—IN BRAZIL 


By MyrtLe StosBerG SYDENSTRICKER* 


T 1:15 our train left Campo Bello for the far 
interior on our way to one end of Mr. 
Sydenstricker’s huge field. Of course, we had 

no sleeper. Recently one has been put on, but Bra- 
zilian Christians with babies were returning home 
on this same train. Who could think of a sleeper 
when these two women, our future hostesses, were 
traveling in the day coach? Every little while they 
offered us sweets and manioc biscuits from their big 
basket, and now and again hot coffee could be got- 
ten at the stations. Sometimes believers met us here 
for a chat. It is really convenient to be little (small 
in stature), for a bench on the “double-seated”’ side 
of the train was not a bad bed. Believe it or not, it 
was possible to “sleep like a kitten” and “feel fresh 
as a daisy” at the end of our thirteen-hour journey. 
I’m not sure that my Portuguese name, which means 
daisy, had anything to do with it either. 

When we reached Uruburetama, there were eight 
horses in our party besides two men walking. One 
carried the little folding organ, and it is touching to 
see with what affection it is always handled! But 
first of all, friends near the station insisted on our 
taking the proverbial cup of coffee. The road was 
a mere trail most of the way—a constant climb until 
one felt he was literally sitting on top of the world. 
Such scenery would be an artist’s heaven. 

A royal welcome awaited us at the end of the 
long trail. There was just time enough to unpack, 
get out of riding clothes, and ready for dinner. 
Christians and interested ones came early to visit a 
bit before the evening worship. There was a fine 
crowd every night. Long after the service was over, 
we were still singing until every one’s favorite hymn 
had been sung. In spite of the smoke from the 
cocoanut oil lamps on each end of the organ, and 
hours of leading the singing, I’ve never been hoarse, 
on such trips. There is always “strangth sufficient.” 
The voices one finds in these country places are 
usually fine and respond well to a bit of training in 
singing the different parts. 

When finally we got to bed, I did not feel tired, 
but am convinced it was only the fulfillment of the 
promise of Isaiah 40:31. The rambling farmhouse 
had no ceilings—only walls a certain height. You 
can imagine the perfect acoustics! However, one 
sleeps well. In fact the corn-shuck mattress felt as 
good as any famous Beauty Rest! 


*Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker is an evangelistic missionary located 
at Campo Bello, E. de Minas, Brazil. 
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Every day at noon the children came for an 
hour or more and we learned about twenty new 
songs that week. Each night it fell to my lot to 
tell a story before the sermon. The hours of the 
day passed quickly with visitors, visiting and teach- 
ing. Mr. Sydenstricker made shepherd’s pipes, with 
the musically inclined, from bamboos. Three pipes 
were left, so now they have accompaniment for 
their hymns. It was a joy to teach the women to 
knit (The old grandfather made nice needles from 
a kind of bamboo! ), crochet, and make wholesome, 
new dishes, family hygiene, and especially how to 
care for the babies. There were two new arrivals 
during our stay. There was even a chance to do 
practical nursing before we left, the adolescent boy 
who had been threatened with pneumonia was up 
and about. Hygiene must be presented subtly and 
tactfully. There is usually a common drinking 
cup that also dips the water from the earthern pot. 
When thirst gets the better of us, we decide to use 
Christian Science on all germs and drink—though 
we prefer to drink at the stream. Our outdoors 
bathroom was a picturesque affair. Huge flat stones 
at the bottom of clear running water formed both 
tub and shower, for the spray from a small cascade 
furnished the latter. Wild flowering shrubs made a 
perfect screen. 

As the women cooked, I would sit on a tiny stool 
on the lower platform of the brick-cement stove and 
sew. It is here, in the intimacy of the earth-floor 
kitchen, that one can get next to these lovable, brave 
souls who reveal their innermost feelings. A verse 
here and there from God’s Word—according to the 
case—never fails to comfort, encourage, and help. 
Oh, the beautiful faith and splendid courage of 
these country women! Always this has been the 
work that lies nearest our hearts. 

Their hospitality cannot be excelled anywhere, as 
they give of their best in everything. Nothing is 
too much trouble or too good for a guest. Very 
often one is given the Master Bedroom. One little 
boy who became a fast friend wanted to give us his 
marble—his only plaything, recently acquired—be- 
fore we left, to prove his love and loyalty. From 
this faraway corner, the Christians sent their tithe 
money back to civilization with us for God’s worthy 
causes. 


One morning, while preparing handwork for the 
children, tracing innumerable lambs on white paper 
to be cut out later by the little folks and pasted on 
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a square of green pasture to go with the story, verse, 
and dramatization of the Shepherd and the Lost 
Sheep parable, it was necessary to go inside for a 
minute. When I returned, lo, the ox, with religious 
tastes, was just finishing the last little lamb and was 
licking my Bible. There was no more white paper 
within at least eight miles, and the whole flock had 
gone down the long red lane of the ox’s throat. 
Necessity is the mother of invention. The margins 
of the PRESBYTERIAN SuRvEY, which happened to be 
with us, were brought into use. This paper is stiffer 
and better for lambs anyway! 


The Saturday night service was a little later than 
usual. The annual burning of hillsides was going on 
(for it was spring—September) in preparation of 
getting virgin land ready for tilling the soil. It was 
like a huge forest fire, as great trees and huge under- 
brush gave way to devouring flames. There were 
numerous remarks as to how many rattlesnakes 
were being killed by the fire. Men had to stand 
guard on all sides lest the fire get out of bounds, 
jump the roads and fences, and burn the precious 
pastures and coffee. Backfire was needed in several 
places. It was a beautiful and appalling sight. The 
heavens were red from the reflection and the whole 
countryside lighted. After twenty-four hours, there 
was still a smoldering of embers. 


This was the first time that an organ had gone 
there and it aroused much curiosity. The conse- 
crated, efficient, lay evangelist went as guide and in- 
sisted on calling the organ a “piano,” because the 
people could understand that word better. After 
the service, he would let the people come in groups 
to see this curiosity closer at hand, as we sang and 
played for them. I felt like a “sideshow at the circus 
on exhibition,” as he called out to each group and 
then had them make way for another. 


Sr. Joao Moreira rode far one night to attend. 
His conversion is so outstanding that you must hear 
it, as he told it to us. Several years ago he was a 


glutton, a gambler, and a drunkard, and made his lit- 
tle store a “devil’s den,” as he said. Often he at- 
tended services, but was usually intoxicated. One 
night he lost heavily at cards—in fact there was 
nothing left. He took his revolver to bed, expecting 
to commit suicide when his wife and children were 
asleep. In his agony he knelt down and cried out 
that if there was a God, He would show him the 
way out. The answer came back clearly: “Give up 
gambling and drink.” This he did at once and the 
taste for both completely vanished. He was a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, and a month later made 
his profession of faith. All testified to his consistent, 
Christian life. Who knows how much the quiet and 
earnest prayers of his dear, Christian wife had to do 
with his transformation? Now this home is a shin- 
ing light for the gospel to all who come near it. 

It is common in these parts to hear such holy con- 
versations as: “We would like to move to Porto 
Real (which has never been reached for the gospel 
and a most undesirable place), for our home could 
be used for services and the town might yet be 
won.” “If the rice crop be good, we'll have so many 
more thousand bricks for the chapel (also to be 
used for a school) next year.” The extension of 
Christ’s Kingdom is apparently their chief thought 
and aim. The 1937 Birthday Gift will mean Lay- 
workers’ Conferences for such worthy, isolated 
groups as these. There is the making of a fine Pres- 
byterial among these eager, consecrated women. 

It is always hard to say good-by on such trips. 
The friends insist on love-gifts when we leave— 
lunch for the trip, plants, flowers, etc. One dear 
lady gave us each a lovely, homespun coverlet in 
spite of our protests. It is just the thing for a boy’s 
day bed! 

As if all this were not enough, several letters 
crossed with ours from these same friends, thanking 
Mr. Sydenstricker for sending us to them for those 
days. 

Isn’t that hospitality plus? 





Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 


From Cuina—Rev. and Mrs. Edgar Woods 
Rev. and Mrs. Russell Woods 
Rev. and Mrs. G. R. Womeldorf 
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DEPARTURES 


For Brazitc—Rev. and Mrs. Walter S. Swetnam, 
after an extended furlough on account 
of Mrs. Swetnam’s health, are now re- 
turning to Garanhuns to resume their 
work. 
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Happy Birthday to You! 


June 1—Rev. Joseph Hopper, Korea. 

June 2—Miss Frances Hesser, Brazil. 

June 4—Rev. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil. 
June 4—Mrs. Edward S. Currie, China. 

June 4—Mrs. H. L. Ross, Mexico. 

June s5—Rev. J. Y. McGinnis, China. 

June 6—Rev. W. C. Porter, Brazil (retired). 
June 9—Mrs. J. Tinsley Smith, Africa. 

June 9—Miss R. Elinore Lynch, China. 

June g—Rev. John Morrison, Africa. 


June ro—Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin, China. 
June 11—Miss Edith Foster, Brazil. 

June 13—Mrs. J. S. Nisbet, Korea. 

June 15—Mrs. M. J. Daugherty, Brazil. 
June 17—Dr. Nettie D. Grier, China. 
June 18—Mrs. D. L. Williamson, Brazil. 


June 18—Dr. W. H. Venable, China (retired). 
Home address, Chatham, Va. 

June 19—Mr. Andrew Allison, China. 

June 22—Miss M. M. Johnston, China. 

June 22—Mrs. C. H. Smith, China. 

June 24—Rev. H. H. Bryan, Japan. 

June 25—Rev. B. C. Patterson, China. 

June 26—Dr. M. P. Young, China. 

June 27—Mrs. F. F. Baker, Brazil. 

June 28—Miss Katheryne L. Thompson, China. 

Epitor’s Note.—A Birthday Card, with signature only 


and unsealed, bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to 


any of the above, to the address which appears in the back 
of every other issue of this magazine. If cards are sealed, 
regular first-class postage must be paid—-s cents to Africa, 
China, Japan and Korea; 3 cents to Mexico and Brazil. Star 
before the missionary’s name indicates “on furlough.” The 
home address will be supplied by the Educational Depart- 
ment, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn., on request. 





Hidden Treasure 


Name the two new stations opened by our Congo 
Mission. 

Why is it difficult to get girls to attend school in our 
Congo territory? 


In our Congo Mission, what is one of the most sig- 
nificant advances of the year? 


What is the economic condition of the Belgian 
Congo? 


In order to show his love and loyalty for the mis- 
sionary, what did a little boy offer? 

Tell the story of Senhor Joao. 

What help did our A.P.C. Mission give the South- 
ern Methodist Mission in opening their work in 
the Congo? 

What are some of the outstanding things that im- 
pressed the Methodist missionary on her visit in 
our mission in the Congo? 





Home Missions on the “Ridge” (Continued from page 224) 


a nearby CCC Camp. These are young people who 
are enthusiastic over their own salvation, and are 
eager to give testimony for Christ. On Tuesday 
nights this “Team” conducts cottage prayer meet- 
ings. They also engage in personal work. There 
is a “Booster Band” of children which meets Friday 
after school. Some thirty or forty attend this meet- 
ing, sometimes conducting it entirely themselves. 
They learn gospel choruses, retell the Bible story of 
the hour, and join in prayers and testimonies. 

In the Sunday-school teacher training, including 
evangelism, is progressively carried on. Teachers 
meet fifteen minutes before service, each Sunday, 
for prayer. All attend prayer meeting. There is a 
sort of standard for teachers in the Sunday school, 
including separateness from worldiness, attendance 
on church services, and study in some leadership 
training class. There is no difficulty in obtaining 
teachers. 


The prayer meeting has an attendance of about 
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forty. A community Gospel Sing is a feature of 
Sunday afternoons in the winter, when informal 
hymn singing is enjoyed. These meetings are largely 
attended. 

Rev. W. W. Shannon, D.D., has been Stated Sup- 
ply for about two and a half years. Dr. Shannon is 
an evangelist of wide experience and great ability, 
and for at least two months of the year is free to 
conduct evangelistic engagements. 

For more than a year Mr. Michael Guido has been 
acting as assistant pastor. Mr. Guido is a musician, 
and uses his abilities in this line for Christ. A young 
man of deep spirituality and winning personality, 
he is not only doing an effective work among the 
young people, but commands the affection of the 
older people of the church. 

The membership in 1937 was 122. The Sunday- 
school enrollment was 143. 

During the last year the church became entirely 
self-supporting, and receives no Home Mission aid. 
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Meditation 


“I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave 
ear unto me.” Psalm 77:1. 


This is the first of a series of meditations on some of the great hymns of the church, which will 
appear on this page. These meditations, it is hoped, will lead to a new appreciation of the great 
hymns of the ages by creating interest in the gospel messages they proclaim. 

Let the quiet beauty, strength, and rest of song guide you through your meditation. Music 
and verse, among the heights of Christian expression, afford to the soul a definite and satisfying 
medium for prayer and praise. Under the heading of Peace and Joy in the hymnbook of the 
Church of Scotland, and under the heading of God’s Guidance and Care in our Presbyterian 
Hymnal, is found this beautiful hymn of William Cowper’s. (1731-1800.) 


Sometimes a light surprises When comforts are declining, 


The Christian while he sings; He grants the soul again 
It is the Lord who rises A season of clear shining, 
With healing in His wings: To cheer it after rain. 


Be expectant. Show unto the Lord that you know He is with you. Be ready to receive His 
will, accept His mercy. 


In holy contemplation, Set free from present sorrow, 
We sweetly then pursue We cheerfully can say, 

The theme of God’s salvation, Even let the unknown tomorrow 
And find it ever new. Bring with it what it may. 


In the spirit of true worship, think on the glories of the Lord Jesus Christ, what He has done 
and can do for you. Through Him, resolve what you will do for others. 


It can bring with it nothing Beneath the spreading heavens, 
But He will bear us through; No creature but is fed; 

Who gives the lilies clothing And He who feeds the ravens 
Will clothe His people too. Will give His children bread. 


Your blessings have continued. Thank God that He can use suffering. Ask forgiveness for sin 
and shortcomings. Petition Him for strength. 


Though vine nor fig tree neither Yet, God the same abiding, 


Their wonted fruit should bear, His praise shall tune my voice; 
Though all the fields should wither, For, while in Him confiding, 
Nor flocks nor herds be there, I cannot but rejoice. 


Accept the gift of love and guidance. Let thoughts of the Eternal fill your mind. Go on your 
way rejoicing—for you have sought and found the Lord. 


“Unto thee, O Lord, do I life up my soul.” Psalm 25:1. 
“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee.” 2 Corinthians 12:9. 


IsABELLE MAITLAND WILEY, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 
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VISUALIZ 


The 1938 Birthday 
For 

Women and Girls of 

and Lagguc 


‘be pictures on these pages represent variou: 
Home Mission family, composed of fied of n 
amounts for different groups are not b¢ing des 
been made. The funds will then be allogated ac 
opportunities of the respective groups. 





W oman’s Auxiliary of the Hungarian Presbyterian Church, 
Hammond, Louisiana. This Hungarian settlement is the 
largest Hungarian farming community of its kind in the | 
United States. The Presbyterians built the first church here. 


yy Chinese conduct Sunday school at the Presbyterian Mission in New | 
Orleans. This work was begun in 1882 and is perhaps the oldest foreign- 
speaking service of our Church in the home field. The enrollment at the 
mission is over 120. Largest attendance the past year was on Mother’s Day, 
ninety-four present. The theme was “The Home and Prayer.” The Direc- 
tor is in contact wtih every Chinese in the city, visiting homes and places 

of business and distributing Christian literature. 
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JALIZING 


Birthday Objective 
For 
1 Girls of Other Races 
d Languages 


S represent various phases of work among our large 
ed of friegds of many races and languages. Definite 
are not béing designated until after our gifts have 
en be allotted according to the relative needs and F our young members of the Czecho-Slovakian Presbyterian 
groups. | Church, Prince George, Virginia. These fine girls represented 

their Young People’s Society at the Massanetta Conference 
this past summer. 





Sunday school at the Latin Presbyterian Mission, Ybor City (Tampa), 
Florida. More than 250 young people are enrolled. Forty thousand Latins 
live in Tampa, including Italians, Spaniards, and Cubans; ninety-five per 


Ww cent of population unchurched. Hundreds of children and adults have 
n- never attended a religious service. Eighty-one people have accepted Christ 
he at the Latin Mission in the past eighteen months, and the influence of this 
1, work is spreading throughout the entire Latin quarter. 
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P reparing bread for dinner at “Pres-Mex.” Sixty-five girls are enrolled at our 

Presbyterian School for Mexican Girls at Taft, Texas. At this school the Mexi- 

can girl is given an opportunity to know Christ, the Bread of Life, to study His 

Word, and to experience life on a higher level. Under the influence of Christian 

teachers her ideals are lifted and there is created within her a desire for the best. 

“Pres-Mex.” is helping the Mexican girl to use all that she has to the glory of her 
Master. 
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Children of Bayou Bleu Presbyterian Church, 
Gray, Louisiana. The membership of this 
church is made up entirely of French people. 
Bayou Bleu is one of many typical bayous in 
“southern Louisiana along which live the 
descendants of the Acadians. 


Mother and Child Receive Treatment at the clinic. Italian Institute, Kansas City, 
Missouri, located in a large Italian community, bas a twofold objective: A full 
religious program and a complete program of social activities for the entire 
family. Six services are held every Sunday: Two Sunday schools, morning 
worship service in English, Junior and Senior Christian Endeavor Societies in 
English, and evening service in Italian. Over 300 members have been received 
on profession of faith during the ministry of the present pastorate. lt was Mrs. 
W.C. Winsborough, Secretary Emeritus of the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
awho was Chairman of the Committee that began the Italian Institute. 



































A convert of the Jewish Mission in Baltimore, this young 
lady is now studying at a Bible Institute in Pennsylvania, 
and desires to go into Christ’s service wherever He leads. 
Emmanuel Neighborhood House is located in East Balti- 
more, where live 20,000 Jews. The workers are making 
known the unsearchable riches of Christ to the boys and 
girls, men and women, many of whom receive the Word 
with gladness. 


Pheu Economics Class, Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. The girls at this school are given high-school 
and junior-college work. Twenty-two are in training at 
the Emily Estes Snedecor Nurses’ Training School. From 
Stillman Institute are going out each year Christian men 
and women who, because of the instruction received 
under Christian leaders, are well fitted to serve the Negro 
people wherever they may be called after they leave 
school. 














=A Se 











Onicheons Presbyterian College, Durant, Oklahoma, is educating and training 
Indian Girls for Christian womanhood, for Christian leadership among their own 
people, and for economic independence. The girls receive instruction in Bible 
and Religious Education at the school, and are sent daily for regular collegiate 
work to the Southeastern State Teachers’ College, located one mile distant. This 
represents only one phase of our work among Indian women and girls. 
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Home Missions on the “Ridge” 


By N. P. Farrior* 





Frostproof Presbyterian Church, among the grapefruit trees 


N CENTRAL Florida, stretching north and south 
for about a hundred miles, is a narrow scenic 
strip of rolling sand hills, dotted with beautiful 

lakes. This strip of highlands, only a few miles 
wide, is the greatest citrus producing area of Flor- 
ida. It is known familiarly as the “Ridge.” In this 
area there is little business that it not connected 
with, or dependent upon, the citrus industry, only 
a few of the communities enjoying a considerable 
tourist trade. 

Situated on the Ridge is a line of small towns with 
their packing houses and canneries. Beginning at the 
northern end and going southward they are: Haines 
City, Lake Hamilton, Dundee, Lake Wales, Babson 
Park, Frostproof, Avon Park, Sebring, Desoto City, 
and Lake Placid. The Presbyterian Church, U. S., is 
represented in four of them: Haines City, Lake 
Hamilton, Frostproof, and Sebring. All of these 
have been home-mission churches. 

The church at Haines City was organized in 1925. 
Though it has had a continuous growth, it has 
never owned a church building or manse. For a 
number of years services were held in the Woman’s 
Club building. More lately they have been held in 


*Rev. N. P. Farrior is Stated Supply of the Frostproof Presby- 
terian Church, Frostproof, Florida. 
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the Episcopal church, which the congregation is 
now considering buying. Owing to the growth of 
the Sunday school, more room had to be found, and 
the recreation room of the Polk Hotel, a block from 
the church, was secured. Later still another room 
in the hotel has been used for a Sunday-school class. 

The woman’s auxiliary, which included three cir- 
cles, is a very live and active body. Mrs. R. T. 
Dewell, a recent synodical president, is a member of 
this auxiliary. 

Two notable things are true of the congregation. 
First is the very high type of people who compose 
it, and, second, the fact that the usual Sunday- 
morning congregation has more men and boys than 
women and girls in it, sometimes as much as seventy- 
five per cent being men and boys. This is quite a 
contrast to the usual situation. There is a very active 
men’s club which follows its own plan and pro- 
gram, and proves to be a most helpful feature of the 
work. The pastor says that when he wants some- 
thing done he calls on the men instead of on the 
women. In this group there are some seven men 
who are very active personal workers. 

There is an effective young people’s organiza- 
tion, a distinctive feature of their work being a 
young people’s choir composed of about twenty 
high-school students. For greater effectiveness they 
wear gowns. This is necessarily a changing body, as 
students are constantly graduating and going away 
to college. Three business men have helped to re- 
cruit and maintain the organization by being re- 
sponsible for providing interesting and worthwhile 
social events. 

For many years Haines City was grouped with 
Lake Hamilton in one field. On the first of No- 
vember, 1937, Haines City asked for the full time 
of the pastor, and since that time has been a full- 
time field. The church now receives very little aid 
from the Home Mission Committee. Rev. W. J. 
McCullough, Jr., has been the pastor for seven years. 
All through these years his able and conscientious 
work, his sympathy and service as pastor, and the 
appeal of his personality have given him a secure 
place not only in the hearts of his own congregation 
but of the entire community. The membership re- 
ported in 1937 was 125. The Sunday-school enroll- 
ment was 68. 

Lake Hamilton at present has no pastor. It is an 
older organization than Haines City. It has a church 
and manse. The membership reported in 1937 was 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 














ion is 
yth of 
d, and 
from 
room 
class. 
e Cir- 
R. T. 
yer of 


ation. 
npose 
nday- 
; than 
enty- 
lite a 
ictive 
pro- 
f the 
ome- 
1 the 
men 


niza- 
ng a 
enty 
they 
ly, as 








ss, Lake Hamilton is the smallest of these towns in 
which our denomination has a church. 

Frostproof has a church history that is just the 
reverse of what many church dreamers, and some 
experimenting congregations, have cherished as 
ideal. Frostproof’s first church was a community 
church, started over thirty years ago, when the 
town was a tiny village. After worshipping in such 
buildings as seemed most suitable, a church was 
built, in large part by the men of the community 
working with their own hands. As the town grew, 
the Baptists and the Methodists formed their dis- 
tinct organizations and built their churches. Then a 
Presbyterian church was formed, which fell heir to 
the original church property. This Presbyterian 
church belonged at first to the U. S. A. Synod but 
was transferred in 1925 to the Southern Church. In 
1928 a manse was built, one of the neatest and best- 
constructed cottages in the town. 


As there has never been a large number of resi- 
dents of the town who were constitutionally in- 
clined to be Presbyterians, the membership has 
never been large; but it has been a loyal and earnest 
congregation, a truly representative Presbyterian 

roup. That it is a democratic membership is indi- 
cated by the fact that one of its members is one of 
the largest growers, packers, and canners of citrus 
fruit in Florida, while another is the president of the 
local CIO organization. That it is a working con- 
gregation is indicated by the fact that total contribu- 
tions per capita have been higher than those of any 
other church in-the presbytery, and in contribu- 
tions to benevolences it has been among the first 
six. 

The church’s ministry extends far beyond its 
membership. Perhaps no other church in the com- 
munity has a ministry contact with so many of the 
poor. It is known as a friendly and hospitable 
church, and for the past several years has done a 
good deal of social service. . 

Five years ago this church collected and repaired 
and repainted enough used toys to fill seven pack- 
ages for homes of the unemployed where Santa 
Claus was not expected. Since then the practice of 
reconditioning used toys and buying new ones for 
distribution at Christmastime has become an ex- 
tensive as well as an intensive activity, not only with 
the church, but with the Woman’s Club and the 
Rotary Club. Workers in the church have codép- 
erated with the Salvation Army in listing families 
for Christmas baskets, and mothers and children for 
summer camps. For the past two years pupils of 
the Junior, Intermediate, and Senior departments of 
the Sunday school have had as their guests on 
Christmas Eve an equal number of children from 
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First Presbyterian Church, Sebring, Florida 


under-privileged homes. This year the mothers 
were invited, too. The suppers were held at the 
church, and each Sunday-school host presented his 
guest with a present. Nearly all of the guests were 
children who do not attend any Sunday school at 
all. The pastor’s wife has distributed so much cloth- 
ing during the past four years that she now seems 
to get the first calls of the destitute. 

Constant visiting and mingling with the people 
is apparently bearing its fruit in increased Sunday- 
school attendance. This growth of the Sunday 
school has demanded more room for a long time. 
For five years the manse has been used for the 
Children’s Division. Now we have a brand new 
Sunday-school building with six nice rooms, taking 
care of all classes not provided for in the old church 
building. 

The auxiliary is a strong and active organization, 
sponsoring enthusiastically the special programs and 
offerings. There are two circles, one a business 
woman’s circle which meets at night. 

Rev. N. P. Farrior is the Stated Supply. During 
his five years on the field, he and his family have 
had many expressions of the affection of the con- 
gregation, not least being a substantial donation 
toward a year’s music lessons for their daughter 
while she is at Montreat College this year, in appre- 
ciation of her services as pianist for more than a 
year. 

The membership of the church is 38. The Sunday 
school has an enrollment of too. The church still 
receives Home Mission aid. 

The church at Sebring was organized soon after 
the town was founded, twenty-five years ago. Its 
first building proved to be badly located, and was 
finally sold. A splendid new brick building was 
built in an excellent location about eleven years ago. 
The church still does not own a manse, but is con- 
templating buying one. 

Sebring is not only a citrus town but a winter 


223 









































tourist resort. During the season many tourists at- 
tend the Presbyterian church there. 

The woman’s auxiliary is a very active one. One 
of their outstanding accomplishments during recent 
years was raising over eight thousand dollars on 
the church building. A men’s organization is pro- 
jected. 

Young people’s activities are numerous and va- 


ried. There is a Fellowship Group that meets once 
each week. There is a Sunday vesper service which 
follows its own plan, a part of which is a lively song 
service and a Bible drill. Each one memorizes a 
Bible verse each Sunday night. There is a “Gospel 
Team” which conducts a weekly service in the 
county jail, and a service once or twice a month at 
(Continued on page 214) 





Mts. Bella McCallum Gibbons 
1863-1937 


By Henryetta M. FireBAUGH* 


RS. BELLA McCALLUM 
GIBBONS, widow of the 
late J. P. Gibbons of Good- 

land, Oklahoma, fell asleep in Jesus 
at the Paris Sanitorium in Paris, 
Texas, December 4, 1937. She was 
the last of seven brothers and 
sisters. She is survived by a 
nephew, David McCallum Gran- 
tham of Goodland and four step- 
children. 

Mrs. Gibbons was recognized as 
“the Mother of Goodland.” The 
student body loved and respected 
her. The hearts of all of these 
safely trusted in her: her home was 
a haven of rest and refuge both to 
faculty and students. Many orphan 
Indian children found food, shel- 
ter, love, and encouragement in 
her home. One faithful fullblood 
Indian boy remained with her to 
the end. Today he feels he has lost 
the best and only really true friend he ever had. 

As a neighbor her benevolences were manifold. 
In cases of sickness or sorrow she lent a helping 
hand to those of any race, color, or tongue. She 
visited seldom, remaining quietly at her desk, except 
in time of sorrow or sickness: then it seemed she 
could never do enough. She opened her mouth with 
wisdom; and in her tongue was the law of kindness. 

As a friend, she was loyal and appreciative. She 
never lost contact with friends no matter how far 
they may have roamed: nor confidence in a friend 


*Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, missionary to the Indians and past presi- 
dent of Oklahoma Synodical, Hugo, Okla. 
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whom the world might condemn. 

As a correspondent for the 
Goodland School, Mrs. Gibbons 
was unexcelled. She had a remark- 
able memory, never forgetting the 
name or address of any contrib- 
utor, no matter how small the gift 
might be. She would not take 
“no” as an answer: patiently she 
would bide her time, then send 
another letter or appeal. She really 
gloried in tribulation, “knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience, experience; and ex- 
perience, hope: and hope maketh 
not ashamed.” She mourned for 
those not seen in the flesh, only 
known through correspondence. 
Often one would hear her say: “A 
friend of the school has gone 
Home,” or, “The school has lost 
one of her best contributors.” 

Her pen was consecrated to the 
service of her Lord. By means of it she raised thou- 
sands of dollars for Goodland School which stands 
today as a monument to her faith and prayers. 

The minutes of the Synodical of Oklahoma carry 
this caption, honoring her life and her work: “A 
servant of Jesus Christ: reared of Christian parents: 
schooled in a life of difficulties: justified by faith: 
sanctified by His Spirit through tribulation, and pa- 
tiently consecrating all her efforts for thirty-nine 
years to Goodland Indian Orphanage. 

“We mourn her loss; revere her name; esteem her 
worth; and re-dedicate ourselves anew to the King- 
dom’s task.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 

















once 
vhich 
song 
ZeS a 
ospel 
1 the 
th at 


emn. 
the 
bons 
vark- 
x the 
trib- 
gift 
take 
- she 
send 
eally 
wing 
nce; 
! ex- 
keth 
for 
only 
nce. 
te 
rone 
lost 


» the 
10u- 
ands 


arry 

“A 
nts: 
ith: 
| pa- 


nine 


her 


ing- 


VEY 








The Church and a Changing World 


By HEten Horine* 


HEN John the Baptist sent his messengers 

to Jesus to seek confirmation of His messiah- 

ship, Jesus gave as the sole proof of His 
Sonship His ministry to the poor and outcast of 
society. Over and over again we read of His com- 
passion as He looked upon the multitudes about 
Him. Nor was this compassion, as is so often true 
with us, casual and evanescent emotion. His was a 
compassion which cost. 

Then, as we turn to John’s epistle, we find stated 
in no uncertain or ambiguous terms the measure of 
our own discipleship. “Hereby we know that we 
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us 
of his Spirit,” and, “He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death.” 

Only as our compassion passes from emotion to 
action, from contemplation to dedication, may we 
call ourselves His followers. 

Jesus’ concern was ever for persons. By their ef- 
fect upon personality he judged the customs and 
institutions of His time. 


THe Wor.tp Topay 


If we are courageous enough to use His yard- 
stick and measure our communities today, we come 
face to face with many prob- 
lems, pressing but perplex- 
ing. We find many areas of 
our common life where per- 
sons seem of far less value 
than profit. Long have we 
prayed, “Thy kingdom 
come,” yet do we deeply and 
earnestly and sincerely de- 
sire it? If so, we will do more 
than pray for it—we will 
devote all that we are and 
have to making it a reality. 

President Roosevelt points 
out the appalling fact that 
ten million of our citizens are 
denied even the necessities of 
life and are existing on in- 
comes so meager that the pall 
of family disaster hangs over 
them day by day—one third 
of our nation ill-housed, ill- 
clad, ill-nourished. Surely it 
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cannot be God’s will that His little ones should thus 
suffer when food has been grown in such abundance 
that, in order to protect producer’s profits, it has 
been destroyed. 

By prolonged malnutrition in these years of child- 
hood, we are condemning millions of our citizens to 
lives of decreased efficiency and increased suscepti- 
bility to all sorts of diseases. And yet, the U. S. De- 
partment of Labor found that in New Orleans 31 
per cent, and in Birmingham 43 per cent, of the 
families studied were undernourished. Inexcusable 
ignorance of the laws of health and disregard of 
measures of prevention are responsible for an im- 
measurable amount of unwarrantable illness. 

Because of silence and false reticence, one of the 
most serious of our health problems has scarcely 
been touched. I refer to social diseases. We have 
gone far in the control of children’s communicable 
diseases, but this menace to adult life is far more 
costly in its effects, far more devastating and wide- 
spread than infantile paralysis itself. 

Poor housing conditions follow naturally upon 
inadequate income. In one Southern city it was 
found that as many as eleven persons were living in 
three rooms. Aside from the health hazards, con- 
sider also the moral aspect of 
such a situation. Is it strange 
that girls should seek early 
or unsuitable marriage or 
even prostitution as a means 
of escape from a situation so 
intolerable? 

Unemployment and pov- 
erty have to some degree 
been with us always, but the 
extent and the causes of our 
present economic condition 
are without precedent. For 
years we have encouraged 
scientific discoveries and in- 
novations, but now we find 
ourselves unable to control 
the mechanization which we 
have thus created. There is 
no social pattern for map- 
ping our procedures. We are 
mastered by our own ma- 
chines. Upon our national 
government is thrown the 
prodigious task of providing 
a livelihood for some ten 
millions. Even though a large 
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percentage of this number may 7 be re- 
absorbed into industry, there will remain for all of 
us, probably for all time to come, a new leisure. For 
many this will mean sheer boredom—for others a 
more hectic and feverish search for thrills, unless 
we can rapidly develop new skills for its creative 
use. Ours is a work psychology and philosophy— 
we have not yet centered upon education for leisure 
hours. 

Strange as it may seem, side by side with this 
widespread unemployment of adults there has been 
a rapid increase in child labor, particularly in our 
Southern States. This is true not alone in the home- 
needle trades, in cotton fields, on sugar-beet farms, 
and in turpentine forests, but also in mills and fac- 
tories. Recognizing, of course, that definite tasks 
are necessary for a child’s fullest development, yet 
when work is of such nature or duration as to 
menace health or to deprive of schooling, then we 
must face its dangers. State legislatures seem un- 
willing or unable to deal with these issues. 

The plight of our Southern share-croppers in 
plantation areas has had wide publicity in recent 
months. Granting that much has emanated from 
sources more zealous than informed, enough of 
truth remains to make it impossible to be indiffer- 
ent. Equally reprehensible has been the violation of 
the rights belonging to every American citizen to 
speak freely of such conditions. 


THe Morat BREAKDOWN 


Along with our economic collapse, and, accord- 
ing to many of our ablest minds directly responsible 
for it, there has come a moral breakdown. This is 
due, no doubt at least in part, to the influence of the 
World War and to the false prosperity which fol- 
lowed it. We came to worship success, but that 
success was measured not in terms of service but in 

old. 

. Many are challenging the ability of religion to 
grapple with the problems of a changed social order. 
Because the old terminologies of religion speak an 
unknown tongue to the youth of today, they doubt 
the application of the truths therein expressed to the 
knotty problems of their experience. Where many 
have found possible a vital faith, a tragic number 
have lost their moorings. Many seek to substitute 
social ardor for moral stamina and personal religious 
living. 

There are thousands of lonely and bewildered, 
young and old, for whom life has lost all purpose 
and meaning. Twenty thousand suicides last year 
in America alone would attest to this appalling fact. 
As I write, there has come to me a letter telling of 
a brilliant senior in one of our Church colleges who 


226 


chose this means of escape from a life grown stale. 
Without God, human life has little of value. 

A Southern preacher has recently stated that our 
laboring groups, for the most part, have little use 
for organized religion and are turning to com- 
munism as offering more of hope for an abundant 
life. We must search our hearts to ascertain whether 
there is not enough of truth there to cause us con- 
cern. In our absorption in the promotion of our 
denominational programs, perhaps we have grown 
insensitive to the needs, physical and spiritual, of 
these vast groups. 

On all sides profits are being weighed against per- 
sons and but too often gold outweighs human 
values. 

Numbers of our cities and states are legalizing 
the vice of gambling for the sake of increased rev- 
enue. The result will inevitably be that money 
which should be used to provide for life’s necessities 
will go into the coffers of private profiteers or un- 
scrupulous politicians. 

In spite of all promises made upon the repeal of 
the Eighteenth Amendment, liquor consumption is 
tremendously increased. Governments, both state 
and national, are lending encouragement to the 
manufacture of spirituous liquors, again with the ex- 
cuse of the need for revenue. Money so raised will 
be “blood money” for it will prove destructive to a 
vastly increasing number who must be taught to 
drink to balance increasing production. To increase 
buying power when that buying is directed to the 
purchase of something in itself ruinous, would seem 
strange economy indeed. Only recently the United 
Brewers Association had the temerity to approach 
church leaders throughout the country, soliciting 
their coéperation in a campaign for moderate drink- 
ing. 
The repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment by no 
means repealed the laws of health or those of 
physics. Whiskey is still a poison, and it is increas- 
ingly evident that gasoline and alcohol will never 
successfully combine. Tragic indeed is the state of 
those who have sought forgetfulness and escape 
from a hard world only to find themselves slaves to 
an almost invincible master. Tests before the Amer- 
ican Safety Council reveal that alcohol, fatigue, and 
sluggishness are leading causes of an increasing high- 
way mortality. Dr. H. A. Heise of Milwaukee has 
proven conclusively that a single drink slows up the 
subject’s ability in such tests as pushing in upon a 
brake pedal at the showing of a red light. Liquor 
consumption and motor-death graphs show striking 
parallelism. 

Due to inadequate or false education, we have 

(Continued on page 240) 
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Resurrection 


By Juvia Benson ParKER 


’Twas just a shriveled little bulb, 
A dark and lifeless thing, 
All buried deep in dark brown earth 
To wait the call of spring. 
Then in that shroud the seed of life 
Began to seek the light, 
And soon new plants of green were crowned 
With lilies pure and white. 


The Lord of glory came to earth 
All veiled in human clay, 

Brought healing, joy, new hope and life 
And led the heavenly way. 

But blindly man refused that light 
And took the life He gave; 

Yet from the tomb my Saviour rose, 
Triumphant o’er the grave. 


Oh joy! that He now lives for aye, 
My glorious, risen Lord. 
Because He lives I too shall live 
If I but trust His Word. 
He is my ever-present friend, 
My heart His throne would be; 
And death is but the door to life 


With Him eternally. 





Trends in the Church’s Work with Youth 


By Wa t.ace M. Atston* 


be ieee first requirement that ought to be de- 
manded of the person who attempts to speak 

of trends is humility. It is not easy to discern 
trends in any sphere. An individual who under- 
takes to do so may be the victim of such common 
afflictions as limited opportunity to observe the 
facts, or the tendency to interpret all facts in the 
light of the latest interest, or the malady that we 
now call “wishful thinking.” Progress in the area 
of youth work in the church is particularly difficult 
to chart accurately because of the rapidity of recent 
developments and also because so many independent 
efforts have been made, with all too little collabora- 
tion by the respective denominations. Let it be, 
then, with such acknowledgement that we attempt 
to point out what appear to the writer to be rather 
well-defined trends in the church’s work with young 
people. 


NEEDs AND INTERESTS OF YOUTH 


Although it may seem odd, the church has not 
always planned a program with the needs and in- 
terests of her young people in mind. Too often 
adult interests have been in the minds of well- 
meaning: leaders who planned for youth. These 
adult interests, of course, colored the program that 
was offered to young people. This was done usually 





*Rev, Wallace M. Alston is Director of Young People’s Work of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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with consequent neglect of the needs of those in the 
adolescent period of life, when a vital Christian re- 
ligious program is so essential. I believe the church 
today is dealing with adolescent boys and girls 
more intelligently than at any period in history. 
There is today a growing recognition of age-group 
characteristics, of individual differences, of the 
necessity for adapting and interpreting the truth 
that is in Jesus Christ to early, middle, and later 
adolescents, so that young people may find their 
needs met as they respond to Him and develop in His 
companionship. The title of the most recent book 
on adolescent psychology is descriptive of the 
church’s present attitude toward the young people 
in her midst, Rediscovering the Adolescent. 


UNIFIED PROGRAM 


The tendency to unify.the program of a local 
church as a whole, and for each constituent age- 
group, is well marked. Not so many years ago one 
of the chief complaints of the pastor was that or- 
ganizations of various kinds were so multiplying 
within the church that the church was having a 
struggle to maintain itself. Discovering phases of 
needed ministry to the lives of her people, the 
church was allowing her strength to be dissipated by 
organized groups. It was no unusual occurrence for 
a church to have four to eight different organiza- 
tions functioning in her program for early adoles- 
cents. All of these organizations required time, 
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loyalty, some machinery, and, in most instances, 
money. 

One of the most encouraging trends within our 
denomination, as in many others, is toward a uni- 
fied program, including those functions needed, but 
with regard to the church as the one organization 
ministering to the total life of those who are mem- 
bers of her “body.” Paul anticipated this con- 
ception with his remarkably discerning analogy of 
the church as the “body of Christ.” This realiza- 
tion has important implications for young people. 
They understand that they are integrally related to 
the church, members of the body of Christ, and not 
attachments or appendages. Their membership, and 
consequently their loyalty, is not given to a club, 
class, department, society, or league, but to the 
church. Leadership—adult and youth—is conserved. 
The busy lives of young people are not cluttered 
with unnecessary meetings. The manner in which 
young people can most effectively give of their 
means for the support of the church’s work is 
clarified. Young people have no unnatural transi- 
tions to make, as from an organization attached to 
the church. Wherever the conception of a unified 
program has been understood and appropriated, the 
youth work of the church is strengthened. 


Youtu LEADERSHIP 


In many churches that I have visited, young peo- 
ple are being given important work to do. Their 
abilities are recognized, their enthusiasm enlisted, 
their ideas evaluated and used. Young people do 
not want to be patronized by their adult friends in 
the church. They do not want to be feverishly 
served. They want a real share of the planning, the 
responsibility, and the work of the church. While 
I am not blind to the fact that many churches have 
little of importance for youth to do, I nevertheless 
believe that I am justified in citing as a trend the 
church’s growing awareness of youth’s abilities and 
her increasing readiness to give youth a chance to 
make a contribution to the Kingdom of God. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL COOPERATION 


Within recent years, practically all of the denomi- 
nations have developed their own youth programs. 
Our Southern Presbyterian Church fortunately 
called to this task in 1930 a man who was eminently 
qualified to lay foundations upon which we are 
building today. Dr. John L. Fairly’s work in giving 
groundwork to our program is, in my judgment, a 
lasting contribution to the life of our Church. Has 
this meant a movement away from denominational 
codperation in young people’s work? Not by any 
means. As a matter of fact, the most effective inter- 
denominational work that has ever been done on a 
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large scale among young people is the United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement, composed of agencies and 
denominations with their respective programs. It 
is generally recognized that if young people are an 
integral part of the church, the church’s program 
must be vitally offered to young people. Indeed, if 
the church’s program is the program of Jesus 
Christ—as it certainly should be—why apologize 
for making it the curriculum for youth? Now, of 
course, I do not mean narrow denominational 
propaganda. I mean the full, accurate, living 
formulation and application of the message of Jesus 
Christ to the life of youth in the modern world. 


UnItTep YoutH MovEMENT 


Most of the important Protestant denominations 
in the United States are affiliating with the Youth 
Section of the International Council of Religious 
Education and are related to the United Christian 
Youth Movement which has meant so much to 
American youth in the churches since 1934. I have 
just come from Chicago, where youth leaders have 
prayed and planned together for the future of this 
movement. It is the judgment of us all that this 
voluntary association that we have through the 
United Christian Youth Movement is the most hope- 
ful trend in the youth work in our country. This 
is a movement and not a superorganization. It does 
not supplant any existing denominational program. 
It does not seek to control or to dominate any of 
us in the leadership of our respective branches of 
the church. It is rather the medium of codperation 
through which we plan, pray, and work together. 
It co6rdinates the efforts of us all. By emphasizing 
together certain great phases of the program, and 
by doing things together, we believe our witness 
will have greater impact upon the youth of Amer- 
ica. Conferences, conventions, regional meetings, 
interdenominational youth councils in local com- 
munities, curriculum materials, and projects offer 
channels for coéperation that will be employed. 
This youth movement is a bond for more than ten 
million Christian youth. That it is actually and 
potentially important is not doubted by those who 
are in touch with its development. 


CuurcH UNITY 


Any attempt to discuss trends in youth work to- 
day is inexcusably deficient if reference to the 
ecumenical movement is omitted. The influence of 
the Oxford and Edinburgh Conferences is abroad 
in the land. One cannot escape the contagion of 
the new emphasis upon “the church universal.” 
In recent youth leaders’ conferences the word 
“ecumenical” and “ecumenicity” have been used 
frequently and freely. Let us not forget that there 
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were one hundred young people at Oxford and that 
there will be youth delegates at Madras. Perhaps the 
most immediate stimulation to the emphasis upon 
world-wide Christian youth friendship is due to the 
interest in the World Conference of Christian 
Youth that is to be held in Amsterdam, Holland, 
in the summer of 1939. In the statement of the 
objectives for the conference is the following: “The 
1939 Conference is the consummation of what is 
perhaps the most significant cycle of Christian 
World Conferences in modern times. It is under- 
taken not in spite of the conferences of the preced- 
ing two years, but on the strength of them. It will 
utilize their results, but it will seek to adapt and 
apply them to the special needs of youth. . . . The 
Conference will gather representative young mem- 
bers and leaders of the youth work of the churches 
and of all national and international Christian youth 
movements. It aims at confronting youth with the 
results of the world gatherings of the Christian 
churches and the Christian youth movements in the 
years 1937 and 1938. Its purpose is to mobilize 
youth to witness to the reality of the Christian com- 
munity as the God-given supranational body to 
which has been entrusted the message of victory 
over the world’s spiritual, political and social 
confusion.” 

With the Amsterdam Conference in view, the 
emphasis for the months ahead in youth work 


Fellowship.” This emphasis will be reflected 
through programs for youth of the various denomi- 
nations, through regional and national conferences, 
such as the meeting of the Christian Youth Con- 
ference of North America in Columbus, Ohio, next 
June, and through books, pamphlets, and articles. 


Well, what does it all mean? If these trends are 
accurately set forth, I am personally left with two 
convictions that seem relevant: 

First—The Christian youth of America may 
make their impact felt through the churches upon 
the life of our time. This is, to be sure, no cer- 
tainty. It is not even a probability. It is a pos- 
sibility—a reasonable possibility. The time has 
arrived for those who have been praying for a 
Christian youth movement to look up and see what 
we have, then to pray and work that it may really 
amount to something. 

Second—The tremendously discouraging task is 
to interpret all of this to youth through every 
conceivable means and to enlist youth for Christ in 
vital, meaningful ways here and now. To sit in great 
planning conferences is one thing, but to make these 
visions available and workable in local churches 
throughout our land is another task. It can be done. 
It must be done if young people in any considerable | 
numbers are to be aware that Christ calls for wide- | 
awake, completely dedicated young coworkers 
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Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—March 1, 1938..... 


Decrease for eleven months..... 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1936—March 1, 1937..... .......... 
Receipts—April 1, 1937—March 1, 1938 .......... 


Decrease for eleven months..... 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—March 1, 1937... .. 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—March 1, 1938. . 


Increase for eleven months... 
APRIL 1938 


$156,173.43 
. 141,619.36 











..$ 14,554.07 


$484,606.72 
467,427.35 


..$ 17,179.37 





.. .$47,126.01 
... 49,381.25 


....§ 2,295.24 
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... PLANNING AND WORKING... 








All the Church 


The Church Calendar suggests only one special day in 
April—Christian Education Day, April 10. This is the day 
when the young people who are away at college are espe- 
cially remembered. Write to the Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief, 410 Urban Building, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, for program material if you have not re- 
ceived it. Looking ahead we find that there are two special 
days in May—May 1, Children’s Foreign Mission Day in the 
Sunday school, and May 15, Rural Life Sunday. Program 
material for the Foreign Mission Day has been prepared by 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, Box 330, 
Nashville, Tennessee. Material for observing Rural Life 
Sunday may be secured from Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin, 
Presbyterian Building, 8 North Sixth St., Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. Special days deserve more than passing notice. Their 
observance enables the members of the Church to keep in 
touch with its widespread program. 

April is a month of great significance in the Church year. 
Every organization is beginning to function under new 
leaders or recently reélected leaders. Certain definite ob- 
jectives for each group should be determined at this time, 
and a broad outline of the program sketched. The new 
officers, especially if inexperienced, will need the sympa- 
thetic codperation and earnest prayers of the members of 
the local church. The importance of early child life is being 
increasingly stressed because of its vital effect on the entire 
life of that person. In the same way, the first month of the 
Church year has a vital influence on the success of an or- 
ganization. Endeavor to make April a worth-while month. 

The crying need for the Church today is a trained 
leadership. The whole work of the Church is lagging be- 
cause skillful leaders cannot be found. Tremendous em- 
phasis must be laid on the development of leaders by the 
local church. This is an exceedingly difficult task for the 
church alone to undertake, but it must be remembered that 
the church is not working single-handed. The public 
school is endeavoring to prepare boys and girls for leader- 
ship in every phase of life, and the church can build on 
this foundation and develop a leadership for its own work. 
The leadership training curriculum offered by the Depart- 
ment of Leadership Training provides courses for every 
phase of the church’s life. To those who are unfamiliar 
with the development of leadership training during the past 
two or three years it should be said that leadership training 
has become much more practical. It starts where people 
are and begins to train there. Also it has broadened its scope 
so that every phase of the church’s life is cared for. For 
instance, an agreement has been worked out with the 
Woman’s Auxiliary whereby certain courses are offered for 
developing leaders in the Woman’s Auxiliary. Provided for 
them are such courses as the following: 


How to Study the Bible, 

Missionary Education in the Local Church, 

The Organization and Program of the Woman’s Auxiliary, 

The Woman’s Auxiliary in the Church Program for Adult 
Education. 

This coéperation of the Department of Leadership Train- 
ing with the Woman’s Auxiliary is duplicated with all of the 
other organized groups of the church. 

One of the most interesting phases of religious education 
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is the development of visual education as an aid in the serv- 
ice of the church. Visual education is not an experiment. 
For a long time such aids as prints, maps, and exhibits have 
been used. Now it has come into widespread use with still 
pictures, motion pictures, and sound pictures. A very in- 
teresting pamphlet, “Visual Aids in the Service of the 
Church,” based on the experiences of students in the Divin- 
ity School of Yale University, and published and distributed 
by the Division of Visual Experiment, Harmon Foundation, 
Inc., 140 Nassau St., New York City, gives a splendid survey 
of this field. It sells for 50¢. This pamphlet is divided into 
three parts. Part I discusses how visual aids can serve the 
church, what gives a picture religious value, how to use 
visual aids, types of projected pictures, ways in which the 
church may use visual aids, preparing a program of visual 
aids, training users of film, making your own slides and pro- 
motion pictures, and the equipment necessary for using 
pictures. Part II is a discussion of programs for young peo- 
ple’s groups, showing the use of pictures in connection with 
the program. Part III is a detailed discussion of renting and 
buying pictures, and suggests sources for buying motion 
pictures. This pamphlet may be secured from the Harmon 
Foundation or through the Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion and Publication. 


The Sunday-school superintendent has a difficult task. 
In the olden days his duties were clear-cut and somewhat 
simple. Now he is a leader of an educational organization. 
He must not only administer the school successfully but 
must also be sure there is an educational program that makes 
his school worth attending. Frequent letters are received 
from superintendents asking for help. They will find the 
following leaflets, books, and magazines of value in their 
work: 

The Church’s Program for Its Children—Free. 

Introduction to Kingdom Highways—Free. 

The Church and Adult Education. By Sherrill & Purcell. 

$1.35. 

Religious Education in the Small Church. By Sherrill. 75¢. 

Improving Your Sunday School. By Vieth. 75¢. 

Material for Church School Leaders, Teachers, and Pu- 

pils—Free. 

The Earnest Workers, a monthly magazine. $1.00 per year. 

The International Journal of Religious Education, 

monthly. $1.25 per year. 


You have just completed your report concerning your 
Sunday school for the past year to the session and through 
the session to the presbytery. Reports are of little value un- 
less we let them teach us something. What did your report 
this year teach you? Did it point out to you the weak points 
in your organization? Did it reveal to you the success or 
lack of success of your program through the year? Did 
it point out to you the number of people still unreached by 
your organization? Did it send you to your knees asking 
God to forgive and help you to consecrate yourself more 
fully to your task this coming year? This is the purpose of 
a report—not to give us an oportunity to boast but an op- 
portunity to reconsecrate. 

One effective method of training teachers of the church 
school is through the Workers’ Conference. The Depart- 
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ment of Leadership Training this past year has developed a 
fine plan for making the monthly meeting of the teachers 
worth while. Twenty-five or more churches in our Assem- 
bly have been asked to work with the Department of 
Leadership Training. These churches were asked to send a 
brief report monthly telling just what was done in the 
program, what part of the program seemed to succeed, what 


seemed to fail, what met a definite need, and what seemed 
to be lost motion. The helpful suggestions that come in are 
passed on to other groups. In this way the department be- 
comes a clearing house in providing churches with helpful 
conference programs. It is the hope of the Department of 
Leadership Training to extend this service to many more 
churches. 


The Men of the Church 


April is the first month of the Church year. All long- 
term service projects should be planned and put into opera- 
tion this month. By long-term service projects we mean 
those that will last throughout the year. Every men’s group 
should do at least one big, worth-while thing for Christ and 
his church this year. 

In addition, certain definite projects for this particular 
month should be developed. April is the month for em- 
phasis on the work of the Committee of Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief. The men should be intensely 
interested in the boys and girls who are away at school, 
especially the boys. Some of them will be home for the 
spring vacation about this time. If the men will give these 
boys a welcome to the church when they return, it will 
mean a great deal to these young people. Too often there 
is a gulf between the young people and the adult life of 
the church. This ought not to be, and it can be bridged by 
a little thought on the part of the men. The men’s program 
for this month is “Using or Losing Our College Students.” 
It brings a very vital question before the church. Get the 
material and have a worth-while program. The source ma- 
terial prepared by Dr. Sweets’ Committee and issued by the 


Department of Adult Education and Men’s Work will guide 
you in your thinking. The program will become worth 
while, however, just as you use it to meet the needs of your 
own particular church. Think not of college students gen- 
erally but of your own college students. 

The new Year Book for the men is off the press. You 
will find suggestions for an all-round program for the men— 
a monthly topic, a monthly worship service to be used in 
connection with the topic, Bible study, service and recrea- 
tional suggestions. You will note, too, for each month an 
optional program. The material for this optional program 
will be found in one of the leading articles in the Pressy- 
TERIAN SurveY for each month. 

The material for the men’s program is issued monthly by 
the Department of Adult Education and Men’s Work, and 
may be secured for 50¢ per copy per year. This material 
may be used not only at a monthly meeting but at a mid- 
week prayer service sponsored by the men, at a monthly 
meeting of the Bible class, or at any other time when the 
men get together. The material for each program is pre- 
pared by leaders especially equipped for the task, and will 
be found both usable and profitable. 


The Auxiliary Lantern 


GOAL: Every Woman Enlisted for Christ 
THEME: For His Glory 
MOTTO: For to me to live is Christ—Phil. 1:21. 
PROGRAM AIM: To present the needs of today in such 
a way that every woman will look out upon the world 
through the eyes and with the heart of the Christ, and 
then have the courage to answer as would the Saviour. 
The Auxiliary and Personal Guides. It is the plan to use 
again the Auxiliary and Personal Guides. Our Goal con- 
tinues to be that of enlisting for Christ and His Service the 
entire woman membership of our churches. The Guides are 
a special means to the end of helping to enlist our women in 
some definite and active service. Only as the individual 
woman is enlisted for more active service will the Auxiliary 
reach a higher standard of growth. 
Again the April Circle Program is based on the Guides, thus 
offering to all an opportunity to understand the purpose 
underlying our Guides—that of the importance of the indi- 
vidual woman’s relationship to her Lord and to the Auxiliary 
as it seeks to promote the work of the Church. Time will be 
allowed in the program for organization of circle and a 
discussion of plans for the year. A copy of this program 
was sent to every auxiliary president (the one who served 
for the year ending March 31) in early March, asking that 
she order a copy for each of the circles of her auxiliary, and 
stating that this program for April would be sent free. 
The Survey Round Table Programs. Beginning in May the 
circle programs are all to be built around special articles in 
our Church-owned magazine, and are to be known as the 
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Survey Round Table Programs. The plan presupposes that 
there is a “Survey” in every home, as per our Assembly 
recommendation. It presupposes, also, that every circle 
member will read the article bearing on the program topic 
and come to the circle meeting ready to have a part in the 
Round Table discussion. It will be necessary to subscribe 
for the circle program literature as heretofore, for this will 
carry each month a page of helps for conducting the Round 
Table; a page or two giving additional material bearing on 
the subject, for the especial benefit of the Leader; Leader’s 
Helps for the Bible Readings for the month; and a para- 
graph giving a “Calendar of Work” for the circle chairman, 
which will outline for her such items as need to be stressed 
during the month. The circle program literature is 75 cents 
per year. 

Programs for Auxiliary Inspirational Meetings. The program 
topics for these twelve meetings are outlined in the Year 
Book. The literature for the full development of the pro- 
gram will be sent monthly to all subscribers to Auxiliary 
program literature. Price $1.00 per year. The program is 
mailed from the Committee on Woman’s Work early in the 
month preceding the month in which it is to be used, the 
April program going out in early March; the May program 
in early April, and so on throughout the year. In early 
March, the April program was sent free to all auxiliary 
presidents. 

The Year Book of Programs, with 32 instead of 24 pages, is 
of more value than ever to the individual woman. Among 
other valued features it carries this year a lovely responsive 
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service of Worship which is to be used at the April auxil- 
iary meeting and at some of the other meetings throughout 
the year. Every woman, therefore, will find the Year Book 
of use to her at the meetings. Another reason for every 
woman to have her own Year Book is that she may know 
the titles of the Survey Round Table articles and be ready 
to have a part in the monthly discussions, and the Year 
Book lists the titles of the “Survey” articles around which 
the programs will be based; also lists much other valuable 
source material which will help in preparation for the 
Round Table. 

Calls came from many that there be more blank space in 
the Year Book, and this is provided for in the new issue. 
The price of the Year Book is 10 cents. 

Calendars of Work. Calendars of Work for the president, 
historian, and for secretaries of Assembly’s Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions, S. & P. Home Missions, Christian Educa- 
tion and Ministerial Relief, Religious Education, Spiritual 
Life, Christian Social Service, and Literature have been pre- 
pared with care, and it is hoped that these will be of untold 
value to each one. A set of these calendars was sent early 
in March to the local presidents to be distributed to the new 
officers and secretaries at the first executive board meeting 
of the new Church year. If you are one of the above- 
mentioned officers and did not get your Calendar of Work, 
consult your president for the past Church year. The Cal- 
endar of Work for Circle Chairmen and for Business 
Women’s Circle Chairmen will go in the monthly program 
literature. 

Essential “Tools” for Auxiliary Officers. Just as there are 
tools that every gardener must have for constant use, so 
there are essential literature “tools” that must needs be in 
the hands of auxiliary officers and ready for constant use. 
Study the list given below, and order the “tool” or “box” of 
“tools” prepared especially for you: 

PACKAGES OF LITERATURE 

For the President, 35¢. 

For the Circle Chairman, 10¢. 

For the Secretary of Spiritual Life, 1o¢. 

For the Treasurer, 10¢. 

For the Secretary of Christian Social Service, 10¢. 

For the Historian, 5¢. 

For Personal Witnessing, 1o¢. 

For Secretaries of S. & P. Home Missions, 3¢. 

For Secretaries of Assembly’s Home Missions, 3¢. 

For Secretaries of Foreign Missions, 3¢. 

For Secretaries of Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 

lief, 3¢. 

For Secretaries of Religious Education, 3¢. 

For Secretaries of Literature, 3¢. 

A Packet of Free Leaflets, 3¢. 

Some “Do’s” For OFFICERS 
(Prepared by Mrs. C. S. Shawhan) 

For the President, 5¢. 

For the Vice President, 2¢. 

For the Corresponding Secretary, 2¢. 

For the Recording Secretary, 3¢. 

For the Treasurer, 3¢. (Included in Treasurer’s Packet.) 

For the Historian, 2¢. (Included in Historian’s Packet.) 

There are other helpful “tools” besidese these essentials. 
A request to the Committee on Woman’s Work, Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga., will bring a catalogue listing 
all helps available from that office. 

Helps for District Chairmen. A “Calendar of Work for 
District Chairmen,” prepared by one of your own number, 
has been made available by the Committee on Woman’s 
Work. Every district chairman will want to order a copy 
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of this at once and begin now her work for the year. Here 
is an important item listed in the April Calendar: It con- 
cerns “resolutions,” asking that you resolve at this, the be- 
ginning of the year, to READ every letter received and to 
ANSWER every letter received—as though any district 
chairman would do otherwise! 

Plan for an A. O. T. C—our family name for Auxiia 
Officers’ Training Class. An auxiliary will find such a class 
of untold value as the work is carried forward throughout 
the year. Your district chairman will be glad to help you 
with such a class. An A. O. T. C. Guide, price 5 cents, is 
available from the Committee on Woman’s Work, Atlanta. 
The program offered therein is adaptable. We must not for- 
get that, as new officers take up the work, new training is 
necessary. 

1938-1939 Auxiliary Bible Study. The Auxiliary Bible Study 
plan for this year includes Daily Devotional Readings from 
the Old Testament, twelve Circle Bible Readings, and at 
least five hours of intensive study based on Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians. It is suggested that the intensive study of 
Philippians be had some time during the latter part of the 
Church year. The following materials are now available to 
guide the Auxiliary Bible Study: “Daily Devotional Read- 
ings from the Old Testament,” price 10 cents; “Circle Bible 
Readings,” price 20 cents; and “The Radiant Heart”— 
Studies in Philippians, by Dr. Costen J. Harrell, price 25 
cents. Order materials promptly from the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga., and 
seek to place a copy of the booklet, “Daily Bible Readings 
from the Old Testament,” in the hands of every woman of 
the auxiliary as early as possible. 

Daily Family Worship Guides. Beginning in this issue of 
the “Survey” there will appear each month a section en- 
titled “Day by Day Worship in the Home.” The Scripture 
each day corresponds with the selections in the Daily Bible 
Reading booklets and in the Church Calendar of Prayer. 
It is hoped that all “Survey” readers who do not already 
have some plan for daily family worship in the home will 
make use of this material. See pages 233 to 239 of this 
issue. 

Montreat Auxiliary Training School, July 6-13. Begin now 
to make your plans to attend. A good program 1s being 
planned. Some rich experiences are in store for all who 
come. 

Let us include in our prayers this months the following 
petitions: 

That those who have committed to their trust the im- 
portant task of making up reports may be blessed with 
special grace to work with patience, that the reports may 
excel in accuracy and show forth praise unto Him. 

That the work of the new Church year may begin with 
enthusiastic joy, great faith in God, and expectant hope. 

That those who are serving in the places of leadership 
for the first time may experience God’s power and be 
greatly encouraged in their tasks. 

That careful preparation may be made for the annual 
Auxiliary Birthday meeting to be held in May; that the 
opportunities which are ours may be adequately presented; 
that the response may be gratifying to those whom we 
serve through our gift. 

For Our Business Women. Again, the business women are 

to have their own Year Book, which will outline the topics 

and give much valuable information concerning plans for 

their programs during the year. It is felt that the business 

women will be much interested in some of the Survey 

Round Table topics, but they will want also the programs 
(Continued on page 239) 
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f ) WORSHIP IN THE HOME | 
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2 This material has been prepared to guide family worship in the home. The Scripture 

e corresponds with the Bible readings in the Church Calendar of Prayer; and it is suggested 

¥ that the petitions of the Prayer Calendar be read each day as a part of the prayer. Families 

« using this material should adapt it to their own use, adding petitions which relate to the 





a needs of the family, and seeking to lead all the members of the family to participate in the 
different phases of the worship. The contributors to this material are Rev. C. T. Caldwell, 
D.D., Mrs. W. S. A. Castles, and Mrs. R. F. Dunlap. 
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:~ FRIDAY, APRIL 1 | | 


IN GOD’S IMAGE 
“God created man in his own image.” 
Read Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31. 


Behold man! Made in the image of God and given do- 
minion over all His creatures. What an honor! God has 
made us for Himself; and no lesser fellowship can satisfy. 
What a trust! Into our care He has given all of His other 
works of creation! Surely we should strive to keep our- 
selves pure for His fellowship, and seek to live lives of 
honor to our Maker. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Great God, our Creator, Saviour and Lord, we can never 
thank Thee enough that Thou hast made us for Thyself, 
that we are called the children of the Most High God. We 
thank Thee that we are charged with responsibilities and 
called to blessed service, and to heroic action, and to patient 
suffering. Speak to us some word of cheer, and grant that 
we may live in the full current of Thy love and power for 
Thy great Name’s sake. Amen. 





oo SATURDAY, APRIL 2 | 





SIN SEPARATES 


“Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the-Lord.” 


Read Genesis 3:1-15. 


In his fall man lost purity, dominion, and peace. He 
gained a sense of pride, fear, and shame, and he made him- 
self subject to all the miseries of sin. 

Today hate, jealousy, and lust have their sway. Wars are 
destroying men, and intemperance is destroying homes. Sin 
always has separated man from God. It is doing so today. 

The wages of sin is death.” “But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound.” “Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Lord, our God, we have sinned, and our hearts are un- 
clean. Forgive and cleanse, we beseech Thee. Deliver us 
from the awful sins of the world. 

‘Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, oh take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above.” 

Receive us, dear Saviour, for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 
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UNBROKEN FELLOWSHIP 
“Enoch walked with God.” 
Read Genesis 5:1-2, 18-24. 


Enoch held an unbroken fellowship with God. What 
finer thing could be said of any man? Can it be said of you 
and me? 

A ten-year-old boy was having a Sunday afternoon walk 
with his father. After a running conversation there was 
silence. Presently the boy said, “Father, isn’t it fine to be 
friends?” That is what God was to Enoch. 

Enoch lived before the Bible was written, before Abra- 
ham, before the prophets, before Christ. How much more 
we have to help us keep alive our fellowship with God! 
Surely the progress we have made and the power of this 
age should bring us into closer fellowship with God. At 
what price have many of us forfeited the highest! 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. | 





We thank Thee, O God, that we inherit the examples of 
those who lived in the long ago. May we accept the lesson 4 
of Enoch’s life and seek to acquaint ourselves with God and 
walk with Him all along the journey of life. “How tedious 
and tasteless the hours, when Jesus no longer I see.” Walk 
with us, our Saviour, all the way, and we will praise Thee 
forever. Amen. 





| MONDAY, APRIL 4 a 








THE LORD SHUT NOAH IN 


“And they went in... as God had commanded him 
[Noah]: and the Lord shut him in.” 


Read Genesis 7: 1-16. 


God, who had commanded Noah to build the ark, and 
who superintended the construction, took complete charge. 
Noah and his family were God’s chosen ones to carry out 
His eternal purpose of redemption, They were necessary to 
Him. He alone would shut them in and secure them against 
all danger. 

God ever keeps watch over His own. When we obey 
God He throws about us His protection—He shuts us in 
from the dangers about. And in His care we are safe. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 











We give Thee our thanks for Thy never-failing care, our 
Father. Thou hast brought us through dangers seen and 
unseen in all safety. Thou hast delivered us from destruc- 
tion and crowned us with loving-kindness and tender 
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mercy. We would again pledge to Thee our allegiance and 
look to Thee for guidance. Shut us in from sin and danger. 
And this we pray for all God’s people everywhere. “Pro- 
tect us by Thy might, great God, our King.” For Thy 


name’s sake. Amen. 





TUESDAY, APRIL 5 





NOAH WORSHIPS 


“And Noah went forth, and ... builded an altar 
unto the Lord.” 


Read Genesis 8:18-22. 


The same God who had said to Noah, “Come thou into 
the ark,” said, “Go forth out of the ark.” And Noah went 
forth and builded an altar unto the Lord. The obedience of 
faith and the worship of faith go together. The natural im- 
pulse of Noah was to build an altar and worship God who 
had kept him safe through the awful flood. After our deliver- 
ances do we worship God? How often we seek His special 
care and then forget His mercy! How often we pray and 
forget to thank God for the answer! What thankless hearts 
to receive His benefits and refuse to honor Him! Noah 
worshipped God. Let us worship Him. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


O Lord, let us never forget all Thy benefits. Let us build 
our altars and keep the fire of devotion burning in our 
hearts. Grant that our worship may rise to Thee as a sweet 
savor. May our lives be stronger in Thy service for our 
having spent these moments in worship together. Cause us 
to love our work. Strengthen all who serve in the name of 
Christ around the world. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 





FROM FAITH TO OBEDIENCE 
“Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him.” 
Read Genesis 12:1-7. 


How inspiring to see Abraham step out by faith, not 
knowing where he was going or the purpose. God prom- 
ised to bless him and to make him a great blessing, and to 
bless all the families of the earth in him. Abraham’s life really 
began at 75! What encouragement to the old! He had no 
college degree, but he had faith and devotion to God. Any- 
body can be a blessing. “Look all around you, find some 
one in need.” They are numerous. Speak a work of en- 
couragement to a struggling boy or girl, man or woman. 
Show yourself a friend to the friendless. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


O God, our Father, we thank Thee for the examples of 
faith in our fathers. They have become our help and in- 
spiration. When doubt and denial beset us, we turn to them 
for courage and faith. We learn by obedience, which 
brings us “enlightenment in the knowledge of Christ.” Let 
us always and everywhere keep our faith and be obedient. 
Establish us in the habits of worship. Make us a blessing. 
Cause us to see the need all around us and bear testimony 
everywhere in the name of Jesus. May we always dare to 
put our trust in Thee. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 





THURSDAY, APRIL 7 | 





FAITH, WAR, TITHES 
“He gave him tithes of all.” 
Read Genesis 14:13-24. 
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Here is the first mention of tithes. “Lot had taken up his 
abode in the plains of Sodom, and was, therefore, deeply 
affected by the wars of Sodom.” Abraham pursued the cap- 
tors as far as Damascus. It was a rough and far pursuit. But 
the rescue was complete, yet Abraham would not take even 
a “shoelatchet” from the king lest he say, “I have made 
Abraham rich.” But unto God, Abraham gave a tenth of 
all. Surely we Christians will not give God less. Abraham’s 
gift was a pledge and proof of his devotion. What of our 
a Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer, 

God have mercy upon us. Forgive us for all of our past 
failures to honor Thee. Save our children. Save our homes. 
Keep us from all sin and shame. Lead us to love Thee more 
and prove our devotion through gifts, that Christ may be 


preached and souls be saved to the glory of God our Father. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 





FRIDAY, APRIL 8 | 





AN EVERLASTING COVENANT 


“I will establish my covenant between me and thee ... for 
an everlasting covenant.” 


Read Genesis 17:1-8. 


In this covenant God forever pledged His word to the 
carrying out of His eternal purpose. His word can no 
more fail than can God Himself fail. His honor is involved 
in the fulfillment of His word. Therefore, through the ages 
His covenant has held good, and because of it we today are 
called the “children of Abraham” and reap the blessings of 
an inheritance through the everlasting covenant. His word 
can never fail. 

“What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


O God, we know through Thy Word and through ex- 
perience that what Thou hast promised Thou art able to 
perform. No word of Thine can fail. What rest and peace! 
While we joy in Thy covenant made with Abraham, for- 
bid that we should forget the millions who have a right to 
inherit that promise through Christ, but who have never 
heard of the Saviour’s love. Lord, use us to bear a clear 
witness to Thee. In the name of Christ. Amen. 





SATURDAY, APRIL 9 





THE LORD SAID ... I KNOW HIM 
“Il know him that be will command bis children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord.” 


Read Genesis 18:16-22. - 


The Lord knew Abraham before he had been supremely 
tested. God knows us before we are tested. In the Autocrat 
of the Breakfast Table, Dr. Holmes says that where there 
are two people at a table there are really six; the two as 
each thinks the other is, the two as each thinks himself to be, 
and the two as God sees them. God knows us thoroughly. 
On this account He will never misunderstand us. Our 
criticisms come because we do not understand. “Man look- 
eth on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Gracious God, Thou dost know us thoroughly—Thou 
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understandest our thought afar off. Let us understand Thee 


better. “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear H im.” 
Reveal unto us Thy will. Help us who are parents to train 
our children in those “transcendent principles of right” 
which are the expression of Thy will. In these all the fam- 
ilies of the earth are blessed. Grant that we all may be 
obedient to Thy will. Lead us in the perfect way. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
“In all thine actions think that God sees thee.” 





| SUNDAY, APRIL 10 





FAITH PROVEN 
“My son, God will provide himself a lamb.” 
Read Genesis 22:1-14. 


God did not need Abraham’s trial except in the further- 
ance of His redemptive purpose. He “knew him.” The 
test was made for the sake of the generations to come. Man 
does not live for himself. The test fell on both Abraham and 
Isaac. Their faith stood together. God was able to sustain 
both in their different relations. Such a test as Abraham 
and Isaac faced, such tests as we face from day to day, can 
be borne only by those who are consciously sustained by 
an unwavering faith in the God of all power. “Lord, in- 
crease our faith.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


“O for a faith that will not shrink, 
Tho’ pressed by every foe; 
That will not tremble on the brink 
Of any earthly woe.” 


Our hearts are made very tender as we ponder how Thy 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Make us strong for 
this evil day when all the powers of death and hell arise. 
“In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me,” that faith may 
be strong, and obedience perfect. For Thy great name’s 
sake. Amen. 





| MONDAY, APRIL 11 





A SERVANT’S TRUST IN HIS MASTER’S GOD 


“The man bowed down his head, and worshipped the Lord. 
And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of my master 
Abraham.” 


Read Genesis 24: 10-27. 


To Abraham, God was real, faith was vital, and gratitude 
a natural expression. Those who served in his home learned 
from him the way to success. As his servant journeyed on 
an errand of faith, it was with an upturned face that sought 
the guidance and blessing of the God of his master. Then, 
when success attended his way, this servant bowed his head 
in worship of his master’s God. What of your life? Is it 
stimulating in those whom you touch a living faith and 
leading them to worship the God of all power? 


“The lightest wave of influence, once in motion, 
Extends and widens to the eternal shore.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, O God, for the faith of our fathers 
which has come down to us. Increase our faith, Lord, that 
we may walk with steady tread the upward way, and lead 
others to place their trust in Thee and serve and worship 
Christ our Lord. In His name. Amen. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 12 





GOD’S PRESENCE REAL 
“We saw certainly that the Lord was with thee.” 
Read Genesis 26:17-29. 


Twenty-five miles south of Jerusalem, in the beautiful, 
rough country, you will find the old wells of Abraham, 
where two nations stood and quarreled. Abimelech desired 
to make a covenant with Isaac because he saw that God 
was with him. He wanted to share the prosperity of the 
righteous. He would have the blessing but not the life. 
How like the world today which wants the blessings of the 
Church without its obligations! How like Christians who 
want power, but are not willing to pay the price! 

“God is Alpha and Omega in the great world; endeavor 
to make Him so in the little world; make Him thy evening 
epilogue and thy morning prologue; practise to make Him 
thy last thought at night when thou sleepest and thy first 
thought in the morning when thou awakest.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


A gracious God, make Thyself very real to us by some 
providence of Thine. Unbelief meets us on every hand. 
We are offered drink from broken cisterns. Precious souls 
are being destroyed. Let thy Church be profoundly aroused 
to the danger. Grant that she may give to the world the 
pure gospel. May her ministers preach with power, the 
truth as it is in Christ. For His sake. Amen. 





| WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 





BETHEL 


“And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely 
the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.” 


Read Genesis 28:10-22. 


Bethel! It would not cause wonder if Abraham had had 
this vision, for he was a friend of God. But Jacob! Run- 
away, mean, fearful, lonely, worn-out child, burdened by a 
load of sin, he slept! And God's “bright-harnessed angels” 
were messengers to the prodigal’s need; and the top of the 
ladder reached heaven. This incident exemplifies the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ seeking sinners. 


“From the highest throne of glory 
To the cross of deepest woe, 
Thou didst stoop to rescue captives, 
Flow my praise, forever flow.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Almighty and ever-blessed God, we have often run away 
from Thy presence only to find Thee still with us. “If / 
say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall 
be light about me.” In our darkest nights Thou hast come, 
when “feet were slipping o’er the brink.” Our hours of 
distress have brought us to the “house of God.” For which 
we thank Thee. Hasten the days, our Father, when all men 
everywhere may turn to Christ the Lord and be satisfied. In 
His blessed name. Amen. 





| THURSDAY, APRIL 14 2 





LOVE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 


“And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.” 


Read Genesis 29:9-20. 
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Rachel was a godsend to Jacob. For fourteen years he 
served to win her and they seemed unto him but a few days 
for the love he had for her. While love ruled his heart, he 
was safe. Always this is so! A visitor to the Orient, on 
seeing a very small lad with a baby strapped to his back, 
said, “Poor child, you must be very tired. Isn’t he heavy?” 
“Oh no!” came the answer, “he is my brother.” Love does 
make the difference. 


“Love led Christ to Calvary.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, dear Father, for the transforming power 
of Thy love. We pray for a greater love for Thee, that 
our service may be joyous, and our lives a means of bless- 
ing to others. Give to us understénding hearts, calm spirits, 
and radiant countenances. Bless with us all whom we love 
and all who love the Lord. Help us all to show forth Thy 
love to those whose lives we touch today and always. In 
Christ’s name. Amen. 





FRIDAY, APRIL 15 





HOLDING ON TO SOMETHING SURE 
“I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” 
Read Genesis 32:24-30. 


Standing alone that night, Jacob realized the dangers that 
threatened his beloved family. Helpless, desperate, he laid 
hold on the one sure support which had never failed him. 
“1 qwill not let thee go, except thou bless me.” The answer 
came, his loved ones were safe, he himself was fortified. We 
realize the dangers of life today as they threaten us and 
those we love. What a blessed privilege is ours, that we too 
may lay hold on this same God, and hold on until we hear 
Him say, “Thou hast prevailed.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Help us, O Father, to know our own great weakness. We 
thank Thee that Thou art ever near to give Thy strength 
in our time of need. As a family we come to Thee, seek- 
ing Thy guidance and protecting care, and we pray that 
Thou wilt give us wisdom to meet all the problems of our 
daily life. 

We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 





SATURDAY, APRIL 16 





CHANGE YOUR GARMENTS 


“Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be 
clean, and change your garments.” 


Read Genesis 35:1-15. 


Very special dress is required for one who would be pre- 
sented to the king and queen of England. Every garment 
must be according to court design. If one should come with 
garments soiled and disordered, he would never reach the 
royal presence. Can we hope to reach our King if our lives 
are soiled with sin? 

We are clearly told to put off the soiled garments and put 
on garments becoming to the child of a King. He provides 
these for us. It is for us to put them on. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We are grateful to Thee, our Father, that Thou hast pro- 
vided for us the robe of righteousness. Forbid that we 
should ever be content with the garments of worldliness and 
sin. Take out of our hearts all that is unworthy or impure, 


236 


and fill us with Thy love. Then we will come into Thy 
presence with thanksgiving and into Thy courts with praise, 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


2g SUNDAY, APRIL 17 cod 
A TRUSTWORTHY STEWARD 


“His master saw that the Lord was with him . 
that he had he put into his hand.” 


Read Genesis 39: 1-6. 








. . and all 


A wonderful promotion this young man had; a remark- 
able stewardship he rendered. Why? “He ever bore wit- 
ness to the fact that the Lord was with him.” What an op- 
portunity God gives us in the stewardship of life, posses- 
sions, business, and the confidence of our fellow men. And 
He says to us—“I will be with you.” What a glorious 
reckoning there will be at the end of the way, if He has 
been our companion. Do we really want Him to be our 
partner in all of life’s transactions? y 

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, our Father, that Thou hast given into our 
hands so many of Thy best things. Help us to know that 
unless we recognize that Thou art with us we can never 
know the real joy of these blessings, the joy that comes 
from faithful stewardship. Wilt Thou be with us in all of 
life, so that our Stewardship may bring larger life to others 
and be the means of giving Christ our Saviour to men and 
women, boys and girls here in America and in foreign lands. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 





MONDAY, APRIL 18 





TRUE HUMILITY 
“God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.” 
Read Genesis 41:25-32. 


I heard recently of a consecrated minister who is sought 
by hosts of devoted persons. They come to him for healing 
of body, mind, and spirit. Marvelous have been the re- 
sults, but he listens to no words of praise. “I have done 
nothing,” he says. “It is God, and God alone who has done 
it all.” There is no shadow of self—he lives in God and for 
God. When we are completely emptied of self, then God 
can fill us for His own glory. He can work through us for 
others, and through us can show to others His power and 
His great love. 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may... 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Our hearts are glad, oh Father, that Thou hast chosen us 
to be vessels of service for Thee. Empty us of self, and so 
fill us with Thy Spirit that our lives may point constantly to 
Thee. Make us to be vessels “meet for the Master’s use.” 


For His sake we ask it. Amen. 
A TRUE INTERCESSOR 


“I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad.” 
Read Genesis 44:18-34. 





TUESDAY, APRIL 19 





Judah had had entrusted to his hands the most precious 
possession of his father’s heart—the life of his youngest boy. 
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So, when Benjamin was imprisoned, we see Judah laying 
bare his heart before the ruler. What a question he faced! 
“How shall | go up to my father and the lad be not with 
me?” It is a question that every Christian needs to face in 
the presence of the Lord, as long as he or she knows any 
one who has not made Christ his Lord. How shall I go up 
to my Father and my friend, my neighbor, my business asso- 
ciate, my sister, my brother, my child, my mother or my 
father be not with me? “Prayer changes things.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Lord, lay upon our hearts the souls of men and women, 
boys and girls who do not know Christ as Saviour. May we 
look beyond the bounds of our family and see the multitude 
of other souls for whom we should pray. Increase our faith. 
Help us to remember that Jesus died for the sins of the 
whole world. May we be true missionaries of the Cross in 
attitude, spirit, prayer, and sacrifice. Bless all who bear the 
name of Christ and seek to do His will. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 





Biri WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20 | 





THE GREAT PROVIDER 
“God did send me before you to preserve life.” 
Read Genesis 45:1-11. 


Many of us today are filled with doubt and fear lest we 
have no provision for future years. All unknown to Jacob, 
God had planned for him and his family to be cared for 
through many generations. God is the same today—His 
love is as great and His power as limitless as when He pro- 
vided for Jacob’s family. Surely we can trust Him with 
ours. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Dear Father, we often fail to understand the workings of 
Thy great love for us, and Thy provision for us, in things 
both spiritual and material. Grant us the seeing eye and the 
understanding heart; and may we trust Thee with a perfect 
trust, knowing that all things work together for good to 
them that love God. We remember Thy promise, “No good 
thing will be withhold from them that walk uprightly.” 
Grant that we may so live as to claim Thy “good things.” 
Bless with us all who need our prayers today. In the name 
of Christ our Lord. Amen. 





ae THURSDAY, APRIL 21 





THE BEST TRAVEL COMPANION 
“lam God ...! will go down with thee.” 
Read Genesis 46:1-7. 


Jacob’s ancestors had taken this same journey—with griev- 
ous results. Should he now go to Egypt? He takes it to 
God and gets his answer. Not once did he hesitate or fear 
to follow the unknown road. God was with him, and the 
promise of protection and blessing was not only for himself 
but for his family. It seems God always meant his prom- 
ses to include the family. 

J How blest we are to have the assurance of Jacob’s God— 
I will guide thee with mine eye”; and of our Saviour, Jesus 


— “I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 


2 Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 
We are grateful, our Father, that there is no path our 
feet must tread but Thou wilt go with us, Thy love will 
Sustain us, Thy hand will hold us. Grant that we may never 
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go our own willful way, but may we always seek Thy 
guidance and walk in Thy ways. Strengthen by Thy Spirit 
and use for Thy glory all who have dedicated their lives in 
the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 





FRIDAY, APRIL 22 





IN THE LINE OF GOD'S BLESSING 
“God which fed me all my life long ... bless the lads.” 
Read Genesis 48: 1-4. 


As the grand old man nears the end of his journey, he 


looks back to his godly forefathers who had received the 
divine blessing. From them it had descended to him, en- 


riching his life, and now he can pass it on to his children 


and grandchildren. What a heritage! This did not just 


happen—it was the result of years of faithfulness. But the 


liae was not broken, and the children had their rightful 


heritage. 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We thank Thee, Lord, for the blessing of our Christian 
parentage. Help us to so live that our children may say, “I 
worship my father’s God.” Guide them as Thou hast 
guided us, and bring us at last an unbroken family into our 
heavenly home. For the sake of Christ our Redeemer. 
Amen. 





SATURDAY, APRIL 23 





THE OVERRULING POWER OF GOD 
“As for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant 
it unto good.” 


Read Genesis 50:15-21. 


The intentions of Joseph’s brethren were evil, but God 
wrought a blessing out of their wrongdoing. Man so tan- 
gles the threads of life that it takes God to untangle them. 
Man brings disorder and chaos, while God brings order and 
tranquillity. The overruling power of God alone can bring 
sweetness out of bitterness, joy out of sorrow, love out of 
hatred, peace out of war, and good out of evil. Joseph’s for- 
giveness of his brethren is indicative of the winsomeness and 
greatness of his character. Unwarranted criticism, un- 
merited reproof, and unjust dealings are hard to overlook. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


O Lord God, we thank Thee that underneath and around 
about us, and within us is the power of God. As we face 
the problems of today, may we have the assurance of Thy 
strength in their solution. Grant us the power to face and 
conquer temptation, to return good for evil, to forgive our 
enemies, and to love all men. Do Thou overrule our sins 
and our mistakes and bless and sanctify our service. May 
this day be for our good and for Thy glory. In the name 
of Jesus we pray. Amen. 





a SUNDAY, APRIL 24 | 





A LEADER CALLED 
“Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, 
that thou mayest bring forth my people.” 
Read Exodus 3: 10-18. 


Upon Moses God laid the responsibility of leadership. 
Moses did not seek the job. Moses was sought for the job. 
Self-seeking has no part in the work of the Kingdom. While 
Moses’ training fitted him for leadership, the real secret of 
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his success was the assurance of God’s presence. Coupled 
with the call was the promise, “Certainly I will be with 
thee.” With every God-given task there will be strength 
sufficient for its accomplishment. 

The presence of God makes us strong in the hour of 
weakness, gives us courage in the hour of danger, and brings 
us light in the hour of darkness. Leaning upon Him, we 
may walk on untroubled and unafraid. Moses without God 
was not equal to Pharaoh, but Moses with God was equal 
to all the Egyptian host. Our littleness cannot cope against 
the forces of evil, but the greatness of God can triumph. Of 
ourselves we can do nothing, but through Christ we can do 
all things. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 





Our Father, we thank Thee for this Thy day, and we 
pray Thee to enable us to keep it holy. Incline our hearts 
to worship Thee, at home and in Thy sanctuary. Grant that 
today we may enter into the Holy of Holies and there catch 
a vision of Thee that shall send us forth in loving, loyal 
service for the Master in whose name we pray. Amen. 





MONDAY, APRIL 25 





THE MESSENGER’S ASSURANCE OF A MESSAGE 


“Go, and | will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say.” 


Read Exodus 4:1-12. 


The promise, “] will be with thy mouth, and I will teach 
thee what thou shalt say,” brings to the messenger of God 
the assurance of a message. We are the medium of God— 
He speaks through us. We should so emblazon His truth 
that the world will not be cognizant of us. The messenger 
should be forgot in the message. What is the message of 
your life? 

“O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


For thy loving care through the long night watches and 
for the gift of new days, our Father, we thank Thee. Guard 
Thou our lips from evil and our hearts from shame. May 
our thoughts and our words and our deeds be acceptable 
unto Thee. Grant that the message of our lives, today, may 
draw others into the radius of Thy campassionate love. For 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 








| TUESDAY, APRIL 26 





GOD’S PROMISES TO MOSES 


“I will take you to me for a people, and 1 will be to you a 
God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God.” 


Read Exodus 6:1-8. 


Through Moses, God renews to the children of Israel the 
promises he made to Abraham, and ratified to Isaac and 
| Jacob. The execution of these promises was backed by the 
authority of God and His measureless resources. God 
never breaks a promise. Can God and our fellow men de- 
pend upon our promises? A great good resulting from the 
redemption of these promises was that the children of 
Israel should know the Lord as their God. All life’s expe- 
riences should bring us into a fuller knowledge of God and 
into a closer companionship with Him. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 
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In this world of uncertainty and unfaithfulness, we praise 
Thee for Thy faithfulness and Thy unchangeableness, May 
Thy abiding presence make us strong in the midst of tempta- 
tion, calm in the midst of turmoil, and faithful in service. 
Take away from us all hypocrisy and insincerity and let us 
be honest and true in all our dealings. Lead us, O Lord, 
into closer fellowship with Thee. May we know Thee bet- 
ter, may we love Thee more, and may we serve Thee faith- 
fully, that all men may come to know our Saviour. In His 
name. Amen. 





WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 a 





THE PASSOVER 


“The blood shall be to you for a token upon the 
houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you.” 


Read Exodus 12:1-14. 


The Passover was a memorial feast to commemorate the 
preservation of Israel and to perpetuate the remembrance of 
God’s deliverance. Our failing memories forget the unfail- 
ing goodness of God. To escape the angel of death, it was 
necessary for the Israelites to carry out the instructions in 
regard to the blood token. Their safekeeping depended 
upon their obedience. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, is our 
Passover and provides the way of escape from spiritual 
death. Through His great love, His sacrificial death, and 
His triumphant resurrection, there comes to His obedient 
followers the gift of eternal life. 


“Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, 

All our sins on Thee were laid; 

By almighty love anointed, 

Thou hast full atonement made.” 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


O Lord God, let us not forget Thy great love toward us 
as manifested in the gift of Thy Son, who is our Passover. 
Let us not forget that through Him we may have forgive- 
ness for our sins, and that through Him we may enter into 
the abundant life. We rejoice in Thy great salvation and, 
in loving remembrance, we minister in Thy name. Make 
us faithful heralds of the glad tidings of salvation. In the 
name of the Lamb of God, we pray. Amen. 





| THURSDAY, APRIL 28 





OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES 
“Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they go forward.” 

Read Exodus 14:8-16, 21-22. 


When the children of Israel turned their backs upon 
Egypt, they turned their faces toward Canaan. There was 
to be no halting in their march, not even at the Red Sea. 
Into every life there will come times when to advance seems 
as absolutely impossible as it did to the children of Israel at 
the Red Sea. Difficulties, which seem insurmountable from 
the human viewpoint, are overcome by implicit obedience 
to God’s leadership. At His command the barriers to 
progress are piled mountain high on either side of a for- 
ward path. God opens the way. God provides for His own, 
enables them to overcome every difficulty, and leads them 
to final victory through faith in Christ the Lord. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Our hearts praise Thee, O Lord, for Thy tenderness in 
Ty dealings with us, and for Thy willingness to guide us 
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ht paths. Protect us from harm, safeguard us from sin, 
shield us with Thy love, keep our eyes from tears, and our 
feet from falling. May we draw nigh to Thee in spirit and 
in truth, and may we be conscious of Thy spirit, enabling 
us to overcome every difficulty. In the name of the Master 
we pray. Amen. 


in rig 
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A SONG TRIUMPHANT 
“1 qvill sing unto the Lord, for he bath 
triumphed gloriously.” 
Read Exodus 15:1-18. 


Moses celebrated the victory over Pharaoh and his hosts 
by his song of praise. Thanksgiving should always follow 
answered prayer. Gratitude is a virtue that needs to be 
cultivated. The numberless mercies of God are far too 
often accepted as a matter of fact. Recognition of God’s 
goodness, acknowledgement of His leadership, and praise 
for His deliverance in the crises of life should be the theme 
of our anthem of thanksgiving. A song triumphant springs 
from the truly grateful heart. 

The Pharaohs before our souls are as real as the Pharaoh 
of Moses, but they, too, may be vanquished if we depend 
upon God. Our prayer of supplication will then become 
our heart’s Te Deum. 

Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


We come into Thy presence with praise upon our lips 
and thanksgiving in our hearts for Thy manifold mercies, 
which are new every morning and fresh every evening. May 
we show our gratitude by our lives of service. Open Thou 
our eyes to the opportunities before us, and guide us into 


the paths that will bring honor and glory to the name of 
our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen, 
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PREPARATION FOR THE SABBATH 


“On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread... 


Tomorrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord.” 
Read Exodus 16:22-30. 


Manna for the Sabbath was to be gathered on Saturday. 
Preparation for the right observance of the Sabbath pre- 
cedes the Sabbath. Our attitude toward the Sabbath indi- 
cates our attitude toward the things of God, and our observ- 
ance of the Sabbath determines the trend of the other six 
days. The Sabbath should be the peak day of the week, a 
day of rest and meditation, a day for the renewing of our 
bodies and souls, a day that lifts us up to God in worship 
and sends us out to man in service. 


“A Sabbath Day well spent 
Brings a week of content 
And strength for the toil of the morrow.” 
Read the petitions from the Church Calendar of Prayer. 


Our Father, with shame we confess that often we bring to 
Thee the fag ends of our time and of our talents, and that 
at times we desecrate Thy holy day. Forgive us we pray. 
Give us the physical strength and the spiritual grace for the 
tasks entrusted to us. May we take Thee as our Guide and 
may we implicitly follow Thy guidance. Illumine for us 
Thy word, allure us into the paths of righteousness, and lead 
us today, tomorrow, and on through eternity. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 





Planning and Working 


for the special seasons. And so a combination has been 
worked out for them. The business women are asked to 
make a thorough canvass in their circles and get as many 
subscribers to the “Survey” as possible, and encourage the 
women to read the entire magazine, but especially the arti- 
cle around which the program discussion will be based. One 
business woman, in speaking in high praise of the book, 
Glorious Living, said: “If our Church would just give 
stories about the work of our missionaries and not so many 
statistics, I'd like to read about it.” Another business 
woman who heard the remark, replied: “Our Church does 
just that in the ‘Survey.’ You ought to read it.” It is going 
to take just such person to person work as that to get the 
“Survey” read by our business women. A thrilling year’s 
work is ahead for those circles that get in behind the pro- 
gram plans and see that they are put over! 


APRIL 1938 


(Continued from page 232) 


Business Women’s Circle program literature will be 
needed as heretofore. The price is 75 cents per year. This 
will carry each month a page of helps for conducting the 
Round Table or the program for the special season; 
Leader’s Helps for the Bible Readings for the Month; and 
a paragraph giving a “Calendar of Work” for the Business 
Women’s Circle Chairman, which will outline for her such 
items as need to be stressed during the month. 


Home Circle Chairmen, have you gotten from your Presi- 
dent your “Calendar of Work for Home Circle Chairmen”? 
This was sent to her in early March. In this “Calendar of 
Work” you will find helps for carrying on your work 
month by month, similar to that given in the letter ad- 
dressed to you in previous issues of the “Survey.” 
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The Church and a Changing World (Continued from page 226) 


shifted sex from its place as a God-given function 
in human life to something of which we speak be- 
hind our hands in hushed whispers, or of which we 
guiltily read in obscene literature or view in filthy 
drama. Were it not for such curiosity, would such 
presentations achieve so wide a popularity? 

Family life has suffered greatly at this point, and 
wrong attitudes toward the physical aspects of mar- 
riage are a large factor in the increase of divorce. 
However, the part played by physical incompatibil- 
ity has been perhaps overrated, for certainly views 
concerning the function and permanence of mar- 
riage play a large part. If we conceive of the family 
as that unit of society in which personality, both of 
adults and children, can best develop, we attach a 
true significance to marriage. Difficulties faced to- 
gether will then become, not causes for separation 
but challenging opportunities for spiritual growth. 
This conception of the purpose of the home will 
color all our thinking with regard to the place of 
children and their discipline. With an_ ever- 
deepening sense of the values in human personality, 
we will realize more truly the tragedy of broken 
homes for all concerned. We will consider long be- 
fore we subject children to such disaster. 

As Christians we are alarmed when we read that 
one of every six marriages ends in divorce. The 
church must lead in education aimed at the achieve- 
ment of success in this, the greatest of all careers. 

Many of these problems are directly or indirectly 
traceable to the World War. Today’s poverty is the 
inescapable result of the staggering expenditures of 
that debacle, and of the expenditures in preparation 
for another. Trade barriers created in spite have 
cut off our own markets. It is to be expected, too, 
that all sorts of crime would follow upon a period 
when human life was held so cheap—when, as com- 
pared with the investments saved and profits gained 
by a few, ten million dead and twenty million 
maimed were as nothing. 

Yet, in spite of all its horrors, we seem to be 
plunging headlong unto another and more terrible 
war, unless we can somehow stem the tides of prop- 
aganda and engendered hatred and militarism. To- 
day we stand face to face with a crisis such as the 
world has never known. It is Christ or chaos. 


ApuLT CurisTIAN EpucATION A Way Out 


For the building of a better world, America has 
long placed her faith in education. In 1930 approxi- 
mately a million teachers were in charge of some 
thirty million students. For this we paid in ele- 
mentary and secondary education alone more than 
two and a half billion. Never have we evinced such 
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interest and faith in education. Never have there 
been such high standards. Yet something seems 
dreadfully amiss. Educators are awaking to the 
fact that knowledge is not enough. Unless charac- 
ter results from education we have but put keener 
tools into the hands of the unscrupulous. And yet 
we must not demand the impossible of our schools. 
They cannot do that which the home leaves undone 
nor undo the harmful training for which the home 
is responsible. Character is formed in those earliest 
years before schools have their chance. 

But, granted that we might envision some fair 
distant day when youth will emerge from home and 
school equipped with skills and knowledge and with 
sterling character, our problem would, even then, 
not necessarily be solved. For, in a world of such 
rapid change, ideas become obsolete so rapidly that 
we dare not depend upon those received in youth. 
One of our imminent dangers today lies in the fact 
that we are still thinking and behaving according 
to the patterns of a bygone age, an age of individual- 
ism and isolation. Education must prepare persons 
for change and must provide principles for evaluat- 
ing new procedures. 

However, if we are realistic, we will recognize 
that world affairs are, today as always, in the hands 
of adults, not of youths. It is adults who control 
business—make our laws and enforce or fail to en- 
force them. It is adults who run our farms and fac- 
tories. It is they who foment wars, though youth 
must fight them. This is an adult-controlled world. 
The question then which looms large before us is 
this: Can Adults Change? 

Significantly enough no less an educator than 
Prof. E. L. Thorndyke has come forward for this 
time with the tested, expert opinion that learning 
need not end with adolescence. Capacity, energy, 
and interest—not age—are the important factors. 
True, this study concerned itself primarily with the 
ability of adults to change in matters pertaining to 
making a better living. But there is increasing evi- 
dence that adults can likewise change in matters per- 
taining to living better, in attitudes, appreciations, 
and sympathies. 

Many secular agencies, alert to this fact, are bid- 
ding for the attention of adults and attempting to 
determine the course of such change. Salesmen, lec- 
turers, and. publications of many types purport to 
deal satisfactorily with many of our problems. But 
many of these so-called solutions are pure propa- 
ganda, attempting to show us not how to think, but 
what to think, and are anything but disinterested in 
their motives. However, if as Christians we believe 
that our religion is concerned with all of life, and 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





ct 
po 


-_- see =o = =e Se HF fF 2 





e there 
y seems 
to the 
charac- 
keener 
ind yet 
schools, 
undone 
e home 
earliest 


me fair 
me and 
ad with 
n then, 
of such 
lly that 
youth. 
the fact 
cording 
ividual- 
persons 
>valuat- 


cognize 
e hands 
control 
| to en- 
nd fac- 
1 youth 
world. 
re us is 


yr than 
for this 
earning 
energy, 
factors. 
vith the 
ning to 
ng evi- 
ers per- 
iations,. 


ire bid- 
ting to 
en, lec- 
port to 
ns. But 
propa- 
nk, but 
ested in 
believe 
fe, and 


URVEY 





that no problem therefore finds adequate solution 
apart from Christ, we shall see at once the need for 
our churches to offer help in problem solving. The 
church has a peculiar obligation to perform this 
task as it, more than any other institution, devotes 
itself to meanings and values, and is concerned with 
the working out of spiritual ideals in human rela- 
tionships of all sorts. All the problems which are 
harassing us today are in reality ethical and should 
therefore be of deep significance to our churches. 
Tue PLace oF THE CHURCH 

Though we are convinced that our churches 
should not act as churches in these matters, never- 
theless, we must offer help to our individual mem- 
bers in deciding as to their duties. Before we are 
ready to act, if these actions are to be wise, we must 
be very sure of the Christian principles which are 
to guide our procedures. This will involve careful 
study of God’s Word as an effective guide in pres- 
ent experience. It will also involve closer, more in- 
timate acquaintance with Jesus and His ideals. But 
even more, it is essential that through fellowship 
with Him we shall have more of His spirit of deep 
sympathy and unquenchable love before we are 
ready to deal with malefactors. For Christians, the 
methods as well as the goals must be Christlike. But 
not only must the church help persons to adjust 
their ideals to the purposes of Jesus, it also must 
help them to make those ideals realities in the world 
of every day—in business, in social life, and in the 
home. 

The process of changing adults is carried on by 
the church through many aspects of its program, 
by its worship, by its sermons, and by its study. 
Because sharing of experience plays so large a part, 
this change takes place most rapidly in the place of 
greatest sharing. With many this will be in a class 
where several whose needs are similar will find help 
in the process of sharing and in seeking the help of 
others who have faced similar problems. This proc- 
ess will avoid the “finalistic” attitude which proves 
fatal always in a process truly educative. This is a 
cooperative endeavor and has as its aim the holding 
of all problems up to the light of Jesus’ life and prin- 
ciples. 

You may say this is all very well but we have no 
leadership capable of conducting such courses. So 
much depends upon leadership that this is indeed a 
pertinent question. Without proper leadership such 
an enterprise is bound to fail; with good leaders, 
even though resources be limited, it will succeed. 
Fortunately, however, a good leader need not be an 
expert. Without disparaging educational prepara- 


tion, what he is is far more important than what he 
knows. It is essential that he be a person in whom 
education is a continuing process, one who will 
grow with the group. This factor may disqualify 
the so-called expert as he may assume too complete 
an understanding of his field to need continuing in- 
vestigation. The ideal leader will be one who will 
welcome all pertinent suggestions and will lead 
others in the search for facts. But, above all else, the 
leader must be a true Christian with character un- 
impeachable, with a spirit of love and sympathy, and 
with an unquenchable zeal for the Kingdom. 

Here lies a splendid opportunity to make use in 
your church program of those in your community 
who, because of special knowledge in a given field, 
would make excellent resource specialists. These 
might be called in to make a real contribution to 
the discussion. 

The fact that such discussion groups are tem- 
porary in nature often makes possible the use of per- 
sons who would not feel that they could undertake 
the permanent responsibility of a church-school 
class. 

No church need hesitate to begin such an under- 
taking so long as there is a group of adults con- 
cerned about the problems, seeking Christian solu- 
tions, and willing to exert themselves to become ac- 

uainted with available information. 

The pamphlet, “Learning for Life,” published by 


the International Council of Religious Education,. 


203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, is a study 
program for the guidance of just such groups. The 
studies deal with such subjects as: 


The Bible 

Christian Faith and Experience 

Christian Family Life 

The Church 

Social Relations 

Leadership 
Appended to each topic is a bibliography in that 
field. 


If we need further proof of the wisdom of such an 
enlarged program for the adults in our Church, it 
would be that of the increased interest and attend- 
ance wherever such a plan is being tried. 

Whether these discussion groups shall be held 
outside the church, but led by church leaders, in 
forums for men and women at special seasons, or as 
part of the church-school program, is of course a 
matter of choice. But that the church shall provide 
some place for such a program and that too a place 
commensurate with its urgency is imperative. 


















































Total amount of cash and pledges of the $3,000,000 fund 
received at the Louisville office on March 2, 1938-- 
$ 1,567,844.47 


The 1937 General Assembly declared that: “With all possible emphasis the Assembly agai : 
calls upon churches to bring to completion during this Church year the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, which, 


when established will go a long way toward solving many of the most difficult problems in our 
Church.” 


If YOU and YOUR CHURCH have done your share, help others to heed this call. 


Again the Assembly urged that: “The opportunity be given at the earliest possible time to 
all the members of the Church to contribute to the $3,000,000 accrued liability fund, which must be 
raised once for all” and 


“Every member be summoned to a loyal participation in the great Movement of our Church which 
will . . . undergird all the work and the workers of the Church.” 
Did YOU and YOUR CHURCH do your part? 


If not: 


1. The Plan should STILL be clearly presented by pastor, other officer or member—or in an 
exchange of pulpits—or by a representative of Presbytery’s Committee. 


N 


Literature should be sent to each member. 


Ww 


A committee should see that each member has a chance to make a gift and a pledge. 


4. Those who have given small amounts should be given the opportunity to make larger gifts. 


WI 


Prayer should continue to ascend from the church, the family altar and the individual that 
God may bless this work in your own church. 


Let the Message Reach Every Presbyterian 
Home and Heart 


Please forward cash and pledges to the Louisville office at once. 


See Church papers each week for total cash and pledges received at Louisville office. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Department of Ministerial Relief and Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Henry H. Sweets, Secretary Wo. H. Hopper, Treasurer 


410 Urban Building, Louisville, Kentucky 









































